1950 


rd. W. 
ANtities 
0. (St. 
£23,076, 
Warra. 
altasi, 


| East. 
houses 
houses, 
entra]. 
instal, 
Ernest 


hons. 
, Ltd; 


tation: 


ea ton, 


ng ac- 
‘O E.: 
Walls. 


Offices, 
y fire. 
3arras 
Albert. 


imber, 
34,615 


of St 
Ford, 
ay & 
S.W.1. 
New- 
Sons, 


inster 








VOL. CLXXIX 


THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


“ARCHITECTURE " 


JULY 28, 1956 


and 


No. 5606 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


“ WHETHER THE NEW POWERS for preservation [of 
the urban and rural scene] conferred by the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, are effective has yet to be 
shown, but perhaps the graver doubt to-day is not so much 
whether we can preserve what should be preserved as 
whether we are not, through over-anxiety, in danger of 


stifling enterprise.” 


This is an extract from the ninth 


report of the Royal Fine Art Commission. 


THE FORMATION of two new societies is announced. 
The first is a Society of Metropolitan Housing Architects 
and Directors of which membership is not confined to 
registered architects but has a greater scope, catering for 
administrative aspects of municipal housing work in 


addition to matters of design. 


The second is a Guild of 


Surveyors, which has been formed to safeguard the inter- 


ests of present “‘ 


unattached’’ bona-fide surveyors. 


THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR TYNEMOUTH has 
been submitted to the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning. It is the first to be submitted under the 
provisions of the Act of 1947. 


IN REPLY TO A QUESTION in the House of Commons 
‘as to what consideration he had given to the operatives’ 
resolutions regarding the nationalisation of the building 
industry, the Minister of Works said that he understood a 
report on the subject had been referred to the operatives’ 
executive for further examination. 


“ THE BUILDERS OF LONDON want more work and 
the materials with which to do it,”’ said Mr. R. R. Costain 
in his presidential address to the L.M.B.A. half-yearly 


meeting. 
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“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


THE LEASEHOLD REPORT 


wieti is the precise value to the community of the leasehold 
system ? Is it a beneficial system under which the tenant 
gets what he wants on generally fair and reasonable terms, or is 
it a system which simply enables the landiord to exploit the 
tenant and to take a return which he has not really earned ? 


These two very different views are revealed in the final report 
of the Leasehold Committee published last month*. Eight of 
the committee’s ten members have unequivocally decided in 
favour of the leasehold system in general, though proposing 
certain amendments of the existing law to safeguard the position 
of tenants; they conclude that ‘‘ the leasehold system is a con- 
venient—and even an essential—feature of our real property 
law.” The remaining two members—both Socialist politicians 
—differ radically: “‘ the conclusions of the majority report are 
based on fundamental tenets of the rights of landlords which we 
do not share.” 


The committee’s terms of reference directed their attention 
to six questions :— 

1. Should the occupying tenant of residential or other premises be 
given the right to purchase compulsorily the freehold ? 

2. Should business tenants be given security of tenure similar to that 
afforded by the Rent Restriction Acts ? 

3. Is it practicable or desirable to control the rents of business 
premises ? 

4. Should any further restrictions be placed on the right of landlords 
to impose and enforce covenants to repair ? 

5. Should further provision be made for giving tenants a right to 
compensation for improvements ? 

6. Any matters arising out of the above. 

The term “ leasehold,” of course, covers a wide range of legal 
relationships and physical units. At one end of the scale there is 
the weekly tenancy of a small cottage or the sub-tenancy of rooms 
in a cottage. At the other end of the scale there is the building 
lease for 99 years or even longer. In between there is a great 
diversity of interests and holdings. It would be manifestly 
absurd to apply sweeping generalisations to such a diverse range 
of interests. Not even the two Socialist members of the com- 
mittee wholly condemn the leasehold system; they admit that 
** rack rent landlords fulfil a useful purpose and serve a social 
need.” It is against the ground lease that these two members 
inveigh most strongly; they suggest that in many cases the rapid 
expansion of the Victorian:age created a “ landlord’s market ” 
in which the landowner was able to drive harsh and uncon- 
scionable bargains. ‘“‘ The ground landlords let on building leases 
at ground rents with the provision that not only the land but the 
building also should be handed to them at the end of the lease. 
It is this exploitation of monopoly and the divorce between 
social function and ownership that has resulted in the building 
lease being widely and bitterly regarded as a form of extortion.” 
They therefore propose that, subject to certain qualifications, 
occupying ground lessees should have a right of leasehold 
enfranchisement by compulsory purchase of the fee simple and 
any intermediate reversions. This right of enfranchisement is 
proposed only for residential properties, except that where a 





*** Leasehold Committee—Final Report’? (Command Paper 7982). Published by 
H.M. Stationery Office. 4s. 
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dwelling-house is used partly for business purposes the tenant’s 
right of enfranchisement should apply to the whole. The 
protagonists of this scheme are consistent in that they do not 
propose any general exemption for land let on lease by Govern- 
ment Departments or local authorities. 

The views of the minority have been stated at length because 
a good deal is likely to be heard of them during the next few 
months. There is a strong back-bench group in the House of 
Commons which is pressing the Government for legislation. 
Let us consider, therefore, the views of the majority. Com- 
pulsory enfranchisement is rejected by them on three grounds 
of principle :— 

(1) Compulsory purchase has in the past been confined to 
statutory undertakings or public authorities with Parliamentary 
sanction for purposes considered to be in the public interest. 
“It behoves those who assert that any particular group of 
tenants should be entitled to acquire the freehold compulsorily 
from their landlords to show that in the hands of those tenants 
the freehold would be used to the greater benefit of the commun- 
ity than would have been the case if it had remained in the 
hands of the landlords...’ The majority are evidently 
satisfied that the leasehold system makes for good estate manage- 
ment, and they might have made more of the point that some of 
the best town planning in London and elsewhere has resulted 
from the control exercised by the ground landlords. The 
leasehold system is also being adopted as the basis of development 
in the new towns and in the bombed cities, though in these cases 
the ground landlord is a public authority. 

(2) Retrospective legislation should only be introduced if 
the original leases were unconscionable, or if the ultimate public 
advantages of the reform would outweigh the inconveniences 
and injustices involved in the transition. On this point the 
majority say that “‘ at this distance of time it is obviously im- 
possible to adjudicate upon charges of unfair conduct on the 
part of the original landlords in the granting of leases 80 or 
90 years ago.” 








THE INDIA MARBLES have now been returned to the British Museum 
after being stored during the war. ‘The illustration shows workmen 
replacing one of the facing panels. 
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(3) If compulsory enfranchisement were introduced, it would 
be necessary to prohibit ‘“‘ contracting-out’’ clauses. The 
practical result might well be the disappearance of the types of 
leasehold to which it was applied. Accepting, as they do, that 
the leasehold system is desirable, the majority regard this as a 
result to be avoided. 


In addition to these points of principles the majority bring 
forward many detailed considerations. These are too numerous 
to deal with here, but one point is worth special notice. It is 
that much of the sense of grievance which is felt by the tenant 
on the termination of his lease results from an imperfect under- 
standing of his position; for instance, tenants may take an 
assignment of a lease without realising their liabilities for 


dilapidations, or if they realise. that the liability exists they do’ 


not take it into account in calculating the real rent. 


But, although they vindicate the leasehold system in principle, 
the majority do recognise that some further protection for tenants 
is desirable. They therefore recommend that the protection 
of the Rent Acts should be extended to occupying ground lessees 
of houses within the rateable values laid down in the Acts; 
this protection should only be granted where the premises have 
been in the occupation of the lessee (or of persons claiming 
through him otherwise than by purchase) for a period of at 
least three years. Moreover, it is only fair that the rent of the 
renewed tenancy should be increased, and in the absence of 
agreement this should be fixed by the county court (not by rent 
tribunals).: In short, it seems that what the majority are recom- 
mending is the substitution of a rack-rented tenancy in place of 
the previous ground lease. 


The committee also made recommendations for giving greater 
security of tenure to tenants of business premises, but these are 
on rather different lines to the proposals for tenants of residential 
properties. Apart from the temporary scheme (outlined in the 
interim report of a year ago) for the immediate post-war period, 
the committee think that legislation here should be based not 
on the principles of the Rent Acts, but on an extension of the 
Landlord and Tenant Act, 1927. In short, instead of having 
a primd facie right to the renewal of his tenancy, the tenant of 
business or professional premises would have to show that his 
business would suffer by failure to secure renewal. 


It seems likely that the question of leasehold reform will 
become an important political issue in the near future. If so, 
there is plenty of ammunition in this report for both sides. 


THE TRAINING OF TOWN PLANNERS 


THE announcement which appears in this issue that the next 

session of the Diploma Course of the School of Planning 
and Research for Regional Development in Gordon-square 
is due to begin in mid-September is an interesting reminder 
that this school continues to survive the vicissitudes that in- 
evitably beset the independent school. This will rejoice the 
hearts of the past students of the school who, for a number of 
years, have kept in touch with each other and with the school 
through the club which they founded. Many of these ex- 
students now hold high positions in the hierarchy of town and 
country planning, both in this country and in the dominions and 
colonies. 


Town planners obviously have a premier part to play in the 
shaping of things to come on the surface of the earth. Con- 
sequently their training is a matter of first importance which 
doubtless will be enlarged upon in the forthcoming report of the 
Schuster Committee. This country was a pioneer in this field 
and is fortunate in having a number of first-rate schools which 
continually bring their curricula up to date, in line with the 
policy of the Town Planning Institute. Several of these schools 
have the good fortune to be part of or attached to universities, 
but there is also undoubtedly a place in the hierarchy of planning 
education for the independent school in Gordon-square with 
its record of pioneer work and achievement. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Return of the Bow. 

(DHERE are signs, as yet only signs, of the 
resuscitation of the bow window, and 

of it taking a well merited place in the con- 

temporary architectural idiom. 

To us the relinquishing of this chanming 
and functional motif at the beginning of the 
modern period of architecture has always 
seemed something of a tragedy. Possibly 
its abandonment was caused in no small way 
by its frequent misuse in the hands of 
Victorian and Edwardian architects. The 
younger generation of architects appears to 
have a definite dislike for the splayed win- 
dow bay, a feature very much akin to the 
bow, in spite of the fact that one rarely 
hears anything but praise of it from the 
viewpoint of internal convenience. The bow 
window, its more genteel brother, has, how- 
ever, up to the moment been honoured, but 
not contemplated with a view to its use, 
owing largely to the narrow, restricted chan- 
nel of contemporary thought. The boast of 
freedom in modern design, we feel bound to 
say, has, so far, meant freedom only within 
a very limited field. 

Fortunately there are now indications of 
a loosening of unnecessarily taut esthetic 
conceptions, and the possibility of the re- 
introduction of the bow window is perhaps 
the start of a new era of informed eclecticism 
where the best of traditional motifs will be 
used in a contemporary way with logic and 
taste. There is no doubt that such motifs 
as the bow window, and even the bay win- 
dow, have a usefulness and attractiveness 
which could be applied to the modern 
interior with very good effect. 


Housing on Television. 

TELEVISION VIEWERS on Friday evening, 
July 21, had the opportunity of seeing and 
hearing some of the members of the Building 
Productivity Team who went to the United 
States last summer, in a discussion on the 
lessons that can be learned from the housing 
industry in the United States. Mr. Paul 
Bareau, the economist, was chairman, with 
Councillor J. Samuels, chairma& of the 
Shoreditch Housing Committee and Mr. 
Ronald Hope, a newly married young man, 
putting questions to the team on various 
angles on the speeding up of building. The 
programme commenced with a short film 
showing some of the bad housing conditions 
in Shoreditch under which people live and 
comparing them with the new flats which are 
being erected on various sites in the borough. 
Mr. Douglas Calverley opened the dis- 
cussion by saying that in his view the whole 
question of speeding up building rested on 
site organisation which was very efficient in 
the U.S. Other members of the team also 
spoke and Mr. Bareau invited Sir Luke Faw- 
cett and Mr. Robert Lloyd to debate the 
question of increased housing production. 
After tossing the ball backwards and for- 
wards for some time, the two debaters agreed 
that incentives were one of: the main solu- 
tions to the problem. The programme was 
very well carried out but it seemed a pity 
that the time factor brought it to rather a 
hurried close just as the debate was getting 
very spirited. 


Metropolitan Housing Architects. 


THE FORMATION of a Society of Metro- 
Politan Housing Architects and Directors is 
referred to in our correspondence columns. 
We are told that the new Society has been 
formed to fill a gap which is felt by quite 
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a number of housing technical officers in 
inner London. Membership of the new 
society is not confined to registered architects 
holding specific appointments but is some- 
what wider in its scope, catering for adminis- 
trative aspects of municipal housing work in 
addition to matters of design. The founder 
members felt that the special housing prob- 
lems of the Metropolitan area were worthy 
of study by technical officers responsible for 
that work, and that such attention could not 
be given through the City and Borough 
Architects’ Society (which has very few 
members in inner London), or indeed by any 
existing institution. We gather that all its 
members are already members of various 
well established institutes and will 
undoubtedly continue with that membership. 


Landscape Architects’ Conference. 


THE International Federation of Land- 
scape Architects has agreed that the inter- 
national conference in 1950 shall be held in 
Madrid. The conference will open on Wed- 
nesday, September 20, and will last four 
days, followed by four days of sightseeing 
in and around Madrid. 


Spain’s Encouragement to Visitors. 

THIS YEAR the Royal Palace and Royal 
Armoury in Madrid have been opened to 
the public after being closed for a number 
of years. The famous Royal Palace was 
designed by the most prominent architects 
in Spain, 200 years ago, Juvara, Juan 
Bautista Sachetti, and Ventury Rodriquez. 
The old Alcazar had been burnt down in 
1734, and the Spanish kings decided that 
the new building should be, if possible, 
the most grandiose palace in Europe.- It 
is built in the baroque style with a trace 
of the neo-classical influence. Charles III 
added the south-east wing. In the last 
century, Isabella II added the oriental 
porch and Alfonso XII the western main 
entrance. The collections of pictures and 
of armour, dating from the time of Charles 
I, are among the finest in the world. Like 
other European countries, Spain is trying 
to encourage visitors this year by giving a 
tourist rate of exchange more than double 
that of the official exchange, and petrol 
supplies, too, are liberal. The opening to 
the public of the Royal Palace and the 
Royal Armoury is another sign of Spain’s 
anxiety to-attract the foreign tourist. 


Chelsea Building Schemes. 

THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION has been 
passed by the Council of the Chelsea Arts 
Club: This Council notes with regret that 
the Chelsea Borough Council has decided 
to entrust its current building schemes to 
the Borough Engineer in place of employ- 
ing independent architects as hitherto. This 
official has no architectural qualifications 
and although he. is to be assisted by quali- 
fied architects the final responsibility will 
be his and the designs will go out in his 
name. The Council of the Chelsea Arts 
Club considers that it is wrong in principle 
that a person without architectural quali- 
fications should be in charge of an archi- 
tectural. department and feels strongly that 
the new arrangement is unworthy of the 
artistic tradition of Chelsea, and hopes that 
it will be brought to an end as soon as 
possible. 


R.I.B.A. Vice-Presidency. 

AT THE MEETING of the R.I.B.A. Council 
held on July 25, Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I., was elected a Vice- 
President. 
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Rome Scholarship. 


THe Faculty of Architecture of the 
British School at Rome have awarded the 
Rome Scholarship in Architecture for 1950 
to Mr. Edward Carter (Student R.I.B.A.) of 
the School of Architecture, King’s College, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne (University of Dur- 
ham). An exhibition of the competition 
designs is on view at the R.1.B.A., 66, Port- 
land-place, W.1, until August 9. 


School of Planning and Research. 


THE NEXT SESSION of the diploma course 
at the School of Planning and Research for 
Regional Development will begin on Mon- 
day, September 18 next, at 34-36, Gordon- 
square, London, W.C.1. Those wishing to 
make application should do so to the Secre- 
tary of the School at the above address. 


R.I.B.A. Bronze Medals. 


THE SCHEME by which bronze medals are 
awarded by the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, in collaboration) with the allied 
societies, for buildings of architectural merit, 
is to be extended to the area covered by the 
Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Society. 


Neurological Unit, Manchester. 


THE DESIGN of the Neurological Unit at 
Manchester Royal Infirmary, illustrated in 
our last issue, should have been attributed 
to Messrs. Thomas Worthington and Sons, 
architects. 


An Architect’s Estate. 


THE LATE Mr. Laurence Kirkpatrick Hall, 
J.P., F.R.1B.A., of 18, Brock-street, Bath, 
late of Beanacre Manor, Melksham, who 
died on January 6, aged 74, left 
£101,256 2s. 11d. gross, £100,534 18s. 5d. 
net value (duty paid £49,231). 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. ANSELL AND Batley (Mr. Arthur Bailey, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A.), have moved from 5, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, to 12, Gray’s Inn-square, W.C.1. 
Mr. Bailey will continue to reside at 5, Verulam Buildings, 
Gray’s Inn. 

Messrs. J. M. AUSTIN-SMITH|) AND PARTNER, 
AA.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dip. (Mr. J. M. Austin-Smith and 
Mrs.I. L. E. Austin-Smith), have moved their offices from 
308, Pembridge-villas, London, W.1!, to 29, Sackville- 
street, Piccadilly, W.1 (Grosvenor $987), and will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues, et«:. 


FROM ‘“ THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, July 27, 1850. 


STRAIGHTENING A CHIMNEY.—-A large chim- 
ney at Thornes has long been overhanging 
the centre of its base, from four to five feet, 
and ere long this huge mass of 200 tons of 
brickwork would, in all probability, have 
fallen. To prevent this, Mr. Green, 
engineer, of Wakefield, was engaged to brick 
it back to a perpendicular position. The 
workmen commenced, under his directions, 
to cut about four-fifths of one course of 
bricks near the bottom of the chimney, tak- 
ing care to fill the cavity thus made with a 
mixture of new lime and earth. During a 
heavy gale of wind, the last brick was just 
cut out, and, as was expected, during this 
last operation the chimney began to move 
slowly but perceptibly, the new lime and 
earth gradually yielded to the immense pres- 
sure, and were removed, so that in three 
hours-the open space of nearly four inches, 
which had been made as above described, 
closed. The chimney had lowered on one. 
side nearly four inches, and gone over at 
the top more than four feet to a perpendicu- 
lar position. 








AT, HARTBURN, STOCKTON-ON-TEES : Perspective view. 


PROPOSED METHODIST 
CHURCHES & SCHOOLS 


MU useful and interesting information 

on the subject of church building and 
church improvement, including — structural 
changes to bring old buildings into conformity 
with contemporary needs, is given in a booklet 
entitled ‘“‘ For Worship, 1950,” a report of the 
Department for Chapel Affairs, 1949, just 
issued by the Methodist Church Press and 
Information Service. From this we take, by 
kind permission, the accompanying illustra- 
tions and notes on two proposed new churches 
and schools. 


Hartburn, Stockton-on-Tees 


THE ELEVATIONS of these buildings show a 
simple but effective style which is suitable 
to-day, whilst being economical. For the 
exterior it is intended to use silver-grey hand- 
made facing bricks with reconstructed stone 
dressings and roof of green Westmorland 
slates. The roof of the side aisles and school 
buildings will be of flat concrete construction. 

The seating accommodation of the church 
is for 402. Some extension of this can be 
provided by a gallery at the west or entrance 
end of the building, and might provide for 
another 130 people, being available for 
special occasions. Normally, however, 400 
will be adequate. It should be noticed that 
the organ is placed over the crush hall of the 
Sunday school. There will be no pipes shown. 
The console would be on the ground floor at 
the side opposite to the pulpit. It is provided 
that the choir should form part of the congre- 
gation. 

The Sunday school hall is at right angles 
to the church itself, with a vestibule which 
also provides access to the church at the rear. 
The toilet accommodation is behind the 
church and easily accessible from the rear of 
the church, from the vestibule of the church 
hall, and from the other Sunday school and 
guild rooms. A stage is provided for concerts 
and occasional dramatic use, with storage 
below. The smaller school behind the main 
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school hall is indicated as providing temporary 
accommodation for the church. This will 
doubtless be built first of all and will be the 
unit of the scheme, to be used until such time 
as the whole of the scheme can be completed. 

Many years ago it was generally thought 
that the way to begin was to build a so-called 
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Ronald Cowan, A.R.I.B.A., Architect. 


school-chapel. This was probably suitable 
policy at the time, but is not adapted to 
modern needs. The church itself should be 
built first, but that is not always practicable, 
and in any case there is need for some other 
accommodation. If then a start must be made 
with some section of the Sunday school 





Ground-floor plan. 
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AT WELWYN GARDEN CITY: Perspective view. Mauger and May, Architects. 


buildings, it is most important to see that it is 
suitably fitted for the purpose of worship. 

On the first floor is a caretaker’s flat, built 
over the kitchen and part of the Sunday school. 


Welwyn Garden City 


THIS SCHEME is at a rather more preliminary 
stage than the one at Stockton-on-Tees, and 
it may well be that the drawings as now 
prepared call for some alteration before they 
reach the final stage. At the same time they 
suggest a different modification of the general 
principle and style. 


The site of this building is in the heart of 
one of the neighbourhood units of Welwyn 
Garden City, and the church will be the first 
of the public buildings to be built in this 
centre. The open layout of the building links 
up with the general design of other public 
buildings to be erected. The buildings are to 
be carried out in multi-red facing bricks with 
low copper roof, beginning with the hall, which 
will be used also for church purposes until 
the other part of the buildings can be com- 
pleted. 

The site has a curved front which is much 
more extensive than is generally the case. 


1 y wall 
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Ground-floor plan. 


The arrangement provides for an open square 
in the centre, and a covered way is provided 
round this, giving the effect of cloisters. The 
attraction of this arrangement is at once 
evident. It is indeed suggested by the shape 
of the site, and well illustrates how a somewhat 
unusual shape can be utilised in providing an 
attractive layout of the buildings. 

The first-floor plan provides, on the left, 
upstairs accommodation of minister’s house ; 
in the front part of the hall a comrnittee room; 
in the connecting wing a corridor| with rooms 
for seniors and juniors and a guild room; 
and in the church itself a gallery. 
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ROYAL FINE ART COMMISSION 
Ninth Report, 1948 and 1949 


(THE Ninth Report, 1948 and 1949, of the 
Royal Fine Art Commission, recently 
published, opens by stating that the work 
of the Commission may be said to have a 
duality of purpose which is sometimes in 
conflict. Many of the matters that come 
before the Commission are concerned, in one 
way or another, with the competing claims 
of Preservation and Opportunity. The need 
to strike a balance between these two claims, 
the report continues, is becoming generally 
recognised, but whereas there is a growing 
appreciation of the case for preservation, 
there is not yet the same interest in the case 
for opportunity. The Commission considers 
that the best efforts of ministries, councils 
and commissions are no substitute for an 
enlightened and stimulating public opinion. 
During the period under review there has 
been ample evidence of the aims of Parlia- 
ment and the enterprise of Ministries. The 
Town and Country Planning Act of 1947 
came into operation, and although its full 
effect on the urban and rural scene cannot 
yet be assessed, its intentions have been fur- 
ther demonstrated by the directives that have 
followed it. The report goes on to state 
that whether the new powers for preserva- 
tion are effective has yet to be shown, but 
perhaps the graver doubt to-day is not so 
much whether we can preserve what should 
be preserved, as whether we are not, through 
over-anxiety, in danger of stifling enterprise. 


Preservation. 

The report goes on to detail, at some 
length, the work done by the Commission 
during the period under review, in connec- 
tion with the preservation of rural and urban 
amenities, and instances the case of the pipe- 
lines of the Haweswater Aqueduct, which it 
was feared at one time would seriously mar 
some of the fine valley scenery of Lanca- 
shire, but, by advising the design of special 
bridges, the Commission was able to sub- 
stantially reduce the damage. 

A very different question of rural amenity 
brought before the Commission concerned 
the American military cemetery at Mading- 
ley, Cambridge. A design has now been 
prepared by the architects to the American 
Battle Monuments Commission which goes 
a considerable way towards solving the diffi- 
cult problem of how to fit into a landscape 
of exceptional quality the essential demands 
of a military cemetery. 

The Commission notes with satisfaction in 
the report the increasing public attention 
that is being paid to the design of many 
features of the urban scene, and goes on 
to say that its advice has been sought, under 
a long-established procedure, by the Min- 
istry of Works on a number of. proposals 
affecting the surroundings of the Royal 
Parks. In instancing the proposed changes 
’ in the layout of Parliament-square, the 
report states that the Commission would 
have preferred a simpler treatment. Most 
city squares call for one of two alternative 
methods of design: they can be either 
“natural” foils to artificial surroundings of 
special interest, and treated, like cathedral 
closes, with the utmost simplicity. or they 
can be interesting centre-pieces to rather dull 
surroundings. The proposed design for 


Parliament-square should, in view of its en- 
closing buildings, be as simple and serene as 
the traffic arrangements will allow, and it is 
possible that without much amendment this 


result may still be achieved. As an example 
of the other type, the report cites Sloane- 
square, on which the Commission has advised 
Chelsea Borough Council in connection with 
the erection of a fountain presented to the 
Borough by the Royal Academy of Arts. 


Architectural Character. 


In many of our towns and villages the 
preservation of open spaces and the preven- 
tion of disfigurement are not the only tasks 
in which the Commission is interested; pre- 
servation of architectural character is also 
called for, and the Commission has given 
advice on this problem to a large number of 
local authorities, sometimes at their own 
request and sometimes at the suggestion of 
outside societies or amenity groups. As in- 
stances of this in London, the report points 
out that the Commission has been consulted 
by the County Council on the reconstruction 
of the Inner and Middle Temple, and of 
Gray’s Inn Hall, the extension of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
and new buildings in John Adam-street, 
Adelphi. The future of Carlton House- 
terrace was also referred to the Commission 
by the Ministry of Works, and a proposal 
for redevelopment agreed that will leave 
intact the essential character of Nash’s ele- 
vations to the Mall and to the Duke of 
York’s Steps. 

The report continues: “In the course of 
the past two years another kind of threat to 
the architectural character of London has 
arisen, in the opinion of some observers, 
from the housing and town planning policy 
of the County Council. The Commission 
has been approached on more than one occa- 
sion to support the opposition to specific pro- 
posals of the L.C.C., but has been unwilling 
to express an opinion on such cases because 
of lack of information on the Council’s 
intentions. It would be helpful if the public 
could have a clear idea of what a housing 
scheme was going to look like before a Com- 
pulsory Purchase Order was sought by the 
Council. The energy displayed for many 
years by the Council in carrying out its 
obligations towards the homeless or inade- 
quately housed citizen is recognised, but a 
stage has now been reached when long-term 
effects on amenity should again be given 
greater weight, and in this connection the 
Commission welcomes the Council’s recent 
decision to place the responsibility for this 
side of its work once again in the hands of 
its Architect.” 

On the subject of control of design the 
report states that the question of the appro- 
priateness of new buildings to their architec- 
tural surroundings and, indeed, the whole 
quality of their design, are now matters on 
which the Planning Authority may exercise 
its powers of control under the Act. The 
exercise of these powers can help to raise 
the general standard of architecture; they 
can also go far to stultify creative energy and 
imagination, and the Commission notes with 
some sympathy the fears on this score that 
are beginning to be expressed in some quar- 
ters. It believes, however, that:at this stage 
the best contribution it can itself offer to- 
wards fulfilling the real purpose of the Act 
is to make its advice readily available to 
the Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
and to those local planning authorities who 
seek it. 

In London, for example, the Commission 
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was consulted by the County Council on th 
new headquarters for'the Trades Unig, 
Congress, and advised against its erection on 
the proposed site in Great Russell-street: , 
site considered in many ways inadequap 
for a national institution of this importane, 


and complicated by the fact that 


the othe 


half of the block is occupied by Lutyeny 


Y.W.C.A. building. 


No acceptable alte. 


tive site could, however, be found, and th 
somewhate cramped and incongruous appegy. 
ance of the new building had therefore, jy 


the opinion of the Commissio 


N, to bh 


accepted, subject again to certain ming 


adjustments in the design. 


With regard to the question of the new 
office blocks being erected for lease to the 
Government, the Commission considers that 


those now being erected by priv 


ate enter. 


prise in London and elsewhere constitute , 
major contribution—at least in point of giz 


—to the architecture of their 


respective 


towns, and should be given a greater me- 
sure of architectural consideration than has 


so far been the case. 


Historic Buildings. 
The Commission considers in 


its report 


that perhaps of greater public interest than 
the preservation of architectural character js 


the preservation of actual historic 


building, 


Lately, the Commission has been concerned 
with several such cases. In London advice 
was given to the Ministry of Town and 


Country Planning against the sug 


gested de- 


molition of part of Gray’s Inn for the 


widening of Gray’s Inn-road. In 


Holbom, 


local opposition to the demolition of an 


interesting row of early eighteen 


th-century 


houses in Great Ormond-street, in connec: 
tion with a Borough Housing Scheme, was 


supported and a plea made for 
the claims of housing and preserv. 


balancing 
ation ina 


properly co-ordinated policy. The proposed 
remodelling of Chiswick House, states the 
report, for which the Ministry of Works has 
recently assumed responsibility, in order to 
restore it to the state in which it was left 


by the Earl of Burlington, was 


originally 


opposed by the Commission, in support of 
the London County Council, on the grounds 
that the subsequent additions by Wyatt, and 
the change of character in the garden layout 
that had come about in the course of two 
centuries, were themselves of sufficient his- 
torical interest to justify preservation. The 
Ministry did not accept this view, and in 


face of the economic difficulties i 
pressed. 


t was not 


Outside London, the Commission has been 
interested in developments at Hurstmonceaux 
for the Royal Greenwich Observatory. 01 


its advice, in order to safeguard t 


he ameni- 


ties of this historic castle, a consulting archi- 


tect has now been appointed by the 
for the ancillary buildings to be 
the grounds. 

The report goes on to mention 
done by the Commission in conne 


Admiralty 
erected in 


the work 
ction with 


the difficult problem raised by the large num 
ber of churches, many damaged during the 


war, which are no longer needed 


for wor- 


ship, and continues with a report of the 
work done with regard to church reconstruc 
tion and alteration, mentioning as an & 
ample St. Paul’s Cathedral, where it 8 
largely on the Commission’s recommend? 
tion that a new baldachino (or ciborium) # 
to replace the damaged Garner reredos, a0 


the design and that of the 
Memorial Chapel in the apse, 
now been made public, have been 


With regard to alterations to ot 


Americal 


which have 


approved. 
her public 
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uildings, the Commission’s advice has been 
sought in connection with proposed interior 
alterations to the National Gallery, for which 
the Ministry of Works, in consultation with 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, has prepared a scheme for im- 
The con- 
flicting claims of a scientific technique for 
showing the pictures on the one hand and on 
the other of maintaining something of the 
special character of this monumental build- 
ing, raised a number of difficult problems, 
and one gallery is now in process of being 
remodelled in order to test a suggested com- 
promise solution approved by the Commis- 
sion. As a further example the report cites 
the minor changes in the Houses of Parlia- 
ment in connection with a proposed Joint 
Parliamentary War Memorial in Westminster 
Hall, and a House of Lords Memorial in the 
Royal Gallery, which have been the subjects 
of advice to the two Committees concerned. 


Opportunity. 

The Commissioners, who consider that pre- 
servation is the negative side of their work, 
point out, however, that many of the altera- 
tions and additions to which reference has 
been made involve fine creative work, and 
that they have also been called upon to advise 
on a number of new projects. Among these 
is the new Colonial Office, to be erected on 
the site of the old Westminster Hospital and 
the Stationery Office behind it, which has 
been the subject of prolonged discussion 
with the Ministry of Works and the archi- 
tect. But they consider that perhaps the 
most important new building at present 
under construction is the Royal Festival Hall, 
where the Architect to the London County 


Council and his deputy have been able to 


liberate their design from the meaningless 
formule that still encumber so much offi- 
cial architecture. The Commission has been 


onsulted on more than one occasion and 


has offered some constructive suggestions. 
The most serious difficulty has been that of 
combining in one group this important build- 
ing and the National Theatre that is to be 
built between it and Waterloo Bridge, a 
difficulty increased by the fact that the first 
must be virtually completed for the 1951 
Festival of Britain while the second cannot 
be started until after it is over. The wis- 


‘dom of siting these two buildings within a 


rather narrow river frontage has been 


-severely questioned, the report continues, but 
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if the site is to be shared in this way, a 
very close collaboration is called for, and 
possibly some adjustment to any ancillary 
structures that may be added to the concert 
hall when the Exhibition closes. 

On the subject of nationalisation and de- 
sign, the report states: “ Many of the most 
important opportunities, both for large-scale 
architectural design and for the design of 
standard equipment, are provided by the 
great public bodies that control the nation- 
alised industries. A lead in this field has 
been taken by the British Electricity 
Authority, which, more than any other, is 
called upon to carry out an immediate pro- 
gramme of large-scale construction. The 
previous report of the Commission (issued 
in February, 1949, and covering the years 
1946-47) referred to a Memorandum issued 
by the Authority on the Commission’s advice 
dealing. with those general principles which 
should govern the design of power stations. 
During the period under review, designs for 
some twelve new stations have been before 
the Commission, in some cases to be modified 
before approval. The Commission is 
pleased to note an increasing realisation of 
the fact that, handled with imagination, a 
simple housing for the large-scale electrical 
equipment involved can be much more im- 
pressive than a cathedral-like structure. 

“ Considerable works programmes have also 
to be undertaken by the Executives of the 
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British Transport Commission. In the early 
stages there was some doubt whether that 
Commission was yet in a position to give the 
necessary lead to its constituent organisa- 
tions, and there was much justifiable criti- 
cism in Parliament and the, Press on such 
questions as the new badge for British Rail- 
ways, the mock-Elizabethan Tavern Car and 
the redecoration of canal barges. The Fine 
Art Commission has conferred with the 
Transport Commission on these matters as 
well as on the broader questions of principle, 
and hopes that in all the Executives there 
may eventually be set up design teams and 
design traditions comparable with those 
that have come to be associated with the 
London Transport Executive and its prede- 
cessor under the late Mr. Frank Pick. A regu- 
lar procedure has already been initiated for 
the submission of major prejects direct by 
the Transport Commission to the Fine Art 
Commission.” 


Importance of Early Consultation. 


everal cases are mentioned in the course 
of the report in which the ‘advice of the 
Commission has been sought at a stage too 
late for any effective use ‘to be made of it, 
and the Commissioners emphasise in the 
final part of the report that if they are to 
be able to carry out the tasks for which 
they have been appointed they must be con- 
sulted at the earliest possible stage. 





THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION 


Visit by Harrovians 
By W. R. I. Crewdson (Joint Editor of “The Harrovian’”’) 


So much has been said by experts about 
the Festival of Britain Exhibition on 
the South Bank that the impressions of 
the party of Harrovians who visited it on 
July 13 may seem elementary and worth- 
less. But in case the inexperienced laity 
can contribute something to the volume 
of literature on this subject, some of these 
are set down here 
First of all it should be said that the 
impression was undoubtedly favourable; and 
that the massive steel skeletons which are 
to become the various pavilions were 
studied with admiration and enthusiasm. In 
fact, it was with great disappointment that 
the party learnt that the whole exhibition, 


with the exception of the Concert Hall, was 
temporary, and would have to be com- 
pletely dismantled when the Festival was 
concluded. It seemed that the resource- 
fulness and artistic genius of: some of the 
finest architects in the country are to be 
almost wasted if these designs are only to 
be seen during the course of a few months, 
But the site is a valuable and strategic 
one in the gradual development of the 
County of London Plan, or whatever less 
complete plan may supersede it, and clearly 
cannot be kept for an exhibition whose 
impetus will be exhausted in 2 few months. 


And so the architects’ genius must suffer 
and their designs must be preserved either 





THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION SITE, showing the Dome of Discovery and the Building of Industry and, in the background on the right, 
the Royal Festival Hall and the Shot Tower. 
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in models or by incorporation in perma- 
nent buildings. For they are good, especially 
as they are original; they have broken away 
from tradition and are setting an example, 
in the style known as “ ultra -modern,” 
which the world may do well to follow, 
Still more admirable is the way in which, 
in spite of the unhelpful shape and cramped 
area of the site, squeezed in as it is between 
the river on one side and a main road 
on the other, the plan of the whole exhibi- 
tion has the composition of a work of 
art. For whereas a symmetrical site might 
allow of a symmetrically classical plan, 
the indefinite segment-cum-quadrilateral of 
the South Bank site presents a problem 
unfavourable to any but modernist com- 
position. So it is that the plan resembles 
a surrealist painting and, as is clearly shown 
on the model at the Festival offices, here 
and there, in carefully planned spots, there 
are objects that have to be explained as 
figments of the architect’s imagination, such 
as the two crescents at the entrance to the 
two sections of the Exhibition, and the three- 
pointed glass obelisk on the river bank near 
the Shot Tower. But these and all other 
erections which seem to serve no utilitarian 
purpose are part of the carefully planned, 
though somewhat abstract, composition ot 
the whole. And it is very much to the 
credit of the architects that they have not 
merely played for safety but have sought 
something exciting and original. The use 
of new building materials will help to this 
end, such as the coloured canvas on one 
of the screen walls and the transparent 
plastic of the other, the glass panels, the 
slag-facing of the Pavilion of Natural 
Resources, the domed skylights and, most 
remarkable of all, the illuminated aluminium 
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“ pointer,” 270 ft. high, supported on three 
slender wires. 

The Royal Festival Hall seems to be a 
unity in itself. It is elegant and modern 
without being offensive to tradition, But 
although everything has been done to elimi- 
nate the roar of the railway, one wonders 
if it will really stand secure until the day 
when Charing Cross Station is closed and 
the railway stops at Waterloo. Then, when 
the National Theatre is built beside the 
Festival Hall, with Waterloo Bridge beyond 
it, and new gardens encircling the pair of 
halls, the sight should be one of the finest 
in London. 

Iwo problems seemed to interest the party 
most. The first was of the control of the 
Exhibition. The arrangements made seemed 
to be most adequate. A large control room 
with illuminated diagrams is to be installed 
for controlling the crowds, and the admis- 
sion is to be limited to a maximum 
number; emergency exits are to be 
made to evacuate the visitors in case 
of an outbreak of fire. The second 
problem was the one of expense: “Is it 
all worth it?” The British people, like 
many others, seem to have a soft spot for 
exhibitions, and for being reminded that 
after all they have something to be proud 
of. The value of the Festival cannot 
possibly be expressed on paper; it is a 
matter of personal spiritual elevation. 

If the Festival of Britain does not help 
to dispel the self-pitying attitude of most 
Britons. to-day, it has failed. But if it 
succeeds in building up national pride and 
true patriotism, so that instead of “ Poor 
old England ” we hear “ England for ever,” 
it will then have been worth every penny 
spent on it and many more besides. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


Restriction of Architectural 
Appointments 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GIR, —May I say that I am in full agree- 
ment with Mr. J. V. Dixon-Vaughan 
(The Builder, July 14) in his condemnation 
of those architects who use their positions as 
heads of public departments to forward sec- 
tional interests in the profession. This “ old 
school tie” attitude is lamentably wide- 
spread, and decisive action will be required 
if it is to be eradicated. The R.I.B.A. has 
shown itself quite indifferent to all protests 
on this score, and I suggest that registered 
architects, attached or otherwise, should 
write to their M.P.s explaining the position, 
and drawing attention to the monopolistic 
policies being pursued by the Board of 
Architectural Education and its committees. 
These policies are completely opposed to 
the will of Parliament as expressed so clearly 
during the debates on the Registration Bill. 
It was made very plain by both:Lords and 
Commons that the Bill was not designed to 
enable the R.I.B.A. or any other organisa- 
tion to create monopolies within the 

profession. 

G. DEACON. 
Wednesbury, Staffs. 


A Society of Housing Architects 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
SIR, —I desire to bring to your notice the 
formation of an association entitled 


the Society of Metropolitan Housing Archi- 
tects and Directors. The constitution of 


the Society was adopted at a meeting on 


March 24 last, and the objects include the 
provision of (i) a means of discussion on 
housing, architectural and administrative 
matters affecting metropolitan boroughs; 
(ii) a channel for interchange of knowledge 
and experience thereon; and (iii) a medium 
for making representations to other bodies 
on appropriate matters. 

The Society, membership of which is 
limited to chief officers, has been formed 
to cater for a section of local government 
officers whose professional interests are not 
entirely covered by any single existing in- 
stitution or association, and it is the earnest 
desire of members to collaborate with 
national or regional bodies whose objects 
are in any way similar. 

H. C. HAMILTON, hon. secretary. 

128-134, Baker-street, W.1. 


A “ Guild of Surveyors ”’ 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


wIR,—Some weeks ago there appeared in 
your correspondence columns some let- 
ters dealing with the subject of the possible 
registration of surveyors. I am very glad 
to be able to inform you that as a result 
of this a new society has been agreed upon 
and is in the final stages of formation. This 
new body will be known as the Guild of 
Surveyors, and has been formed to safeguard 
the interests of present “ unattached” bona- 
fide surveyors. 


As soon as the final formative details 
have been completed I will arrange for -an 
announcement to be sent to you, but in the 
meantime I shall be very happy to hear 
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from any interested surveyor who may wish 
to have more details and particulars of the 
Guild 
G. H. Lake, 
Acting Secretary, Guild of Surveyors, 


156, Camden High-street, 
London, N.W.1. 


Architectural Imports 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder. 


IR,—I was very glad to find Mr. Edward 
Passmore opposing, in your last issue, 
the idea that “only a very select band of 
practising architects are capable of guiding 
the development of architectural students,” 
Taking the point further, may I ask why 
this development should be almost com- 
pletely dominated by foreign influences? 
Year in, year out, we are urged to admire 
and emulate the work of foreign architects, 
I have nothing against foreign architects as 
such; no doubt they are doing the right thing 
in their own countries. Nevertheless, I begin 
to feel rather irritated by the monotonous 
chanting, the almost reverent repetition of a 
string of foreign names by unimaginative 
devotees in this country. Hence this slightly 
unco-operative reaction:— 
Of Le Corbusier I have nothing to say, 
And I flatly refuse to be copious 
In a deferent way on the work of Ernst May, 
Of Mendelsohn, Wurster or Gropius. 
I wish for no facts from the story of Backstrom, 
Of Neutra or Luckhardt or Hanna ; 
I’ll never cry “‘ Hoch !’’ for Holzmeister or Koch, 
Or for any who follow their manner. 
Of Mies van der Rohe I wish not to know, 
Nor of Wagner or Breuer or Levi, 
Of Moser or Oud and the rest of the crowd 
_ As recorded by Behrendt and Zevi. 
The argy and bargy of Moholy—-Nagy, 
Of Kocher, Deknatel and Keck, 
Of Schindler and Ain, Soriano and Breine, 
Are for many a pain in the neck. 
The work of Lloyd Wright gives me little delight, 
It’s much too severe and “* organic.’ 
And why so much unction in talking of 
** function ”’? 
Is life to be merely mechanic ? 
In designing a cow house the work of the Bauhaus 
May properly help by suggestion ; : 
But for anything better it’s surely a fetter— 
For me it is out of the question. 
Finesse in design and craftsmanship fine 
No longer appear to be heed 
ee a the craftsman ! Mechanical draughts. 


ton ‘ae everything that is needed. 


Organic designs! They are merely straight lines, 
Between them it’s hard to distinguish 

But to imitate such—it is really too much ! 
Can’t we try for a change to be English ? 


Hari Bona, 


New Department of Design, Yale. 


THE establishment of a new Department'of | 


Design and the appointment of Professor 
Josef Albers as its chairman have been 
announced by the School of the Fine Arts, 
Yale University. The new department will 
administer a revised professional curriculim 
in painting, sculpture, and the graphic arts. 
It will be a four-year course, leading to the 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, and will be 


closely allied with present courses of study | 
of.the Department of Architecture and the | 


Department of Drama. Professor Albers 
has been, until recently, head of the Depart: 
ment of Art at Black Mountain College, 
North Carolina, He taught for ten years 
at the Bauhaus, and went to the United 


| 





States in 1933, after the Bauhaus had beet i 


closed. 
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Part of south elevation of north block of main school. 
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HE building groups have been 

designed for their ultimate use as 

primary schools for 720 junior boys JUNIOR BOY s | 
and girls and 340 infants. However, ‘ 


in order to relieve the more immediate WAR i" 2 Ti “ 
ee 
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(LH Hy NORTH BLOCK 


accommodation position, they will be 


, eo 
used temporarily as two county 4 A 5 CLKS Gmers ela 
secondary schools, to accommodate = — 


520 boys and 520 girls. Internal plan- 
ning arrangements have been adapted ‘ | 
within the layout of the ultimate scheme. \ 
Future conversion should be satisfac- m hoon aa ee 

torily effected by additions, partitioning, Hi)  <tace junvoe soxs 

and not by major alterations. Class- : tl 

rooms will remain unaltered, but present 
practical rooms, art rooms and libraries 
are all based on the predetermined 
multiple classroom units, readily suit- 
able for conversion. Cloakrooms, ablu- 
tions and w.c. units are planned in < eens 
positions for ultimate use, although it : 60 
is inevitable that internal replacements os 

and rearrangement of fittings will be 
required, particularly for the infants. Block plan of school rearranged as a county primary. 
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Boys’ library. Below: Plan of kitchen and dining rooms. 






Provision is made for the building, at 
a later stage, of three assembly halls, 
one each for infant, junior boys’ and 
junior girls’ school. At the conversion a 
stage a further administration wing will 
be required as a mezzanine floor over 
the present administrative section of the | 
north block. 

The site falls steeply from south to 
north with a maximum difference in 
levels of 40 ft. 

Planning.—The north block is of two- 
storey construction, the remainder single- 
storey. Buildings have been planned 
to suit the sloping ground, the main 
blocks running approximately with the 
contours with the sanitary blocks form- 
ing the connecting links. The ground 
floor of the south block connects at the 
same level as the first floor of the north 
block. There is a difference in levels 
of 31 ft. between the lowest ground floor 
of the north block and the highest of 
the south block. Ramps in lieu of 
steps provide connection between 
changes in levels. 
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For the initial use the boys’ secondary 
school occupies the south block and 
part of the first floor of the north block, 
and the girls’ secondary school occupies 
the remainder of the first floor and the 
whole of the ground floor of the north 
block. Eventual use is as shown on 
the bleck plan. All teaching rooms face 
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south, art rooms having north light in addition. 
Canteen dining rooms have seating accommoda- 
tion for 530; the ‘kitchen will serve 1,000 meals 
in two sittings. 

Exterior is finished with 2§-in. multi-coloured 
sand-faced bricks with reconstructed stone 
copings and dressings to entrance porches. Steel 
stanchions between window ranges are covered 
externally with galvanised pressed steel cloakings. 

Construction.—Steel - framed construction is 
used in 8 ft. 3 in. bay units, using portal frames on 
all single-storey floors and first floor only of two- 
storey wings. Suspended floors are in precast 
reinforced hollow concrete beams, staircases 
being in in situ reinforced concrete. Roofs are 
multi-layer felt and insulation board on alumin- 
ium decking. Certain areas, now forming roofs 
which are in future to become floors, are in precast 
concrete beams with multi-layer felt finish on 
insulation board. External panel walls are 11 in., 
12 in. or 13 in, cavity brickwork. 

Internal Treatment.—Ceilings generally are 
fibreboard with metal fixings, and walls of fair- 
faced sand-lime brickwork with cement glaze 
dadoes. In the practical rooms, which will not 
be required when the school reverts to county 
primary use, the dadoes are finished in oil paint. 
Staff rooms have plastered walls. Floor finish 
generally is Accotile, but ablutions, cloak rooms 
and changing rooms are in buff concrete tiles, 
w.c.s and urinals and stores in Granolithic, and 
medical inspection rooms in cork tile. 

Colour Scheme.—Externally: Windows and 
sashes, green; gutters, downpipes and entrance 
doors, stone. Internally: Classrooms are in 
varying shades of blue grey, the chalktoard wall 
being slightly darker than the other walls. Doors 
are alluvial grey; corridors, cream walls and 
ceilings with doors in green; libraries, walls and 
ceilings cream, doors blue; science rooms, cream 
walls and ceilings and crearn doors; staff quarters, 
blue doors with either pink or cream walls; and 
north block entrance hall, cream ceiling and green 
and cream walls with coral doors: the circular 
columns are tiled in eggshell black. 

Fittings.—All teaching rooms have cork carpet 
notice boards and chart panels. Eleven class- 
rooms have chalkboard frames with translucent 
screens for rear projeciion. Flush panelling 
is general, and cupboard doors are in oak-faced 
Lydney board. 

Mechanical Services. —Heating is by low pressure 
accelerated hot water from six cast-iron boilers. 
Distribution pipework is installed in insulated 
crawling ducts below corridors. Floor heating 
panels are installed in one section, later to be 
converted into nursery playrooms. Electrical 
Services: A typical classroom is equipped with 
six lighting fittings with 200-watt lamps for general 
lighting. Lighting intensity is in the 10-12 lumens 
per sq. ft. range. 

The consulting engineers were Messrs. J. 
Stinton Jones and Partners, and the quantity 
surveyors Messrs. D. R. Nolans and Co. The 
general contractors were Messrs. John Laing and 
Son, Ltd., of Mill Hill, N.W.7. Suppliers and 
sub-contractors were :— 


Structural steelwork, Moreland Hayne and Co.; precast 
concrete floors, Concrete, Ltd.; facing bricks, High Broom 
Brick and Tile Co.; sand-lime bricks, Ryarsh Brick and Sand 
Co.; stonework, Empire Stane Co.; terrazzo paving, Art 
Pavements and Decorations; pitch mastic floor, Permanite; 
concrete paving slabs, Atlas Stone €o.; wall and floor 
tiling, Parkinson (Wall Tiling); cork tile flooring and chart 
panels, Mundet Cork Products; Accotile flooring, Vigers 
Bros.; rubber mats, Dunlop Rubber Co.; canteen flooring, 
Marley Tile Co.; floor tiles, Langley London; suspended 
ceilings, Sundeala Board Co.; joinery fittings, John Laing 
and Son; flush doors, Rippers; canteen counters, Benham 
and Sons; joinery timber and Lydney board, Wm. Mallinson 
and Sons; ironmongery, locks and door furniture, Yannedis 
and Co.; cloakroom fittings, Lockerbie and Wilkinson; 
shower partitions, Flexo Plywood Industries; w.c. partitions, 
Henry Hope and Sons; steel door frames, Williams and 
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Top: Typical cloakroom, Cevitre; Typical urinal and w.c.s for boys. fe/ow: Typical 
lavatory. 








































































































11iV4a 
AIQWASSY 
ALN 

















= a $$ _—___—_—_— 


QuNOWPAVId SAOD 


cc 
Ww 
a 
= 
> 
ir 
w 
z= 








ee 























ywomoooe 


MON ‘$1990 
ainjwiadwa) * 
> ‘f ‘Spooy usyouy 
[OD pue using ‘y'4 ‘sdund 
Ig ‘SHUR ITBRIOIS JDIAIOS “MD 
By puP sizj1IOg [PIP] “ssap10g 
uog puR UspPRH ‘AN ‘NO “910 “Sunray 
"SUOWWIC PUB UspUdTITY > 
S4oyYPUUIRG UO0}IIIDg ‘S)} 
19S ‘syoo]jq pure poys a{DA> 
‘Mou sower “Suizeys ‘ssipArg 






































tsuog pure youas4 sewoy | ‘spies ureyino 





125 


THE BUILDER 


July 28 1950 





"49 94q YIs0U Jo URTd JOOY-punoIy 








VV AIG WASSY 


PUAN 












@ava seeen TIVO 


nai Ht 


Se sot 


wOornniey 




















00 982 


oo -<e2 
pF | SUS 
Ts ah T] 
: 
















































aGunoauDdarvid c1aiD 









ORNOBDPAVI6E siaio 































































































BUILDER July 28 1950 


Canteen dining room No. 1. Below. Head teacher's rorm (girls). 
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Below: Staircase, north block: 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION 
OF ARCHITECTS 
Paris Meeting 


HE Executive Committee of the Inter- 
national Union of Architects met in 
Paris on May 16 and 17 last. Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie presided. The meetings took 
place in the hall of the Conseil des Batiments 
de France, where the committee were 
received by Monsieur Perchet, Director of 
Architecture. 

The committee examined the situation 
regarding the cancellation of the second 
congress, which was to have been held this 
year in Warsaw. The committee unanimously 
admitted that the success of the congress 
could not, in fact, have been assured if it 
had been decided to adhere to the original 
date and that there was good reason to 
postpone it until 1951. 

On the other hand, it is laid down in the 
statutes that the assembly should meet at 
least every two years, that the ordinary 
assemblies should coincide with the confer- 
ences, and that the assembly itself should 
decide on the date and place of the next 
conferences. In view of this situation, the 
president, at the formal request of the repre- 
sentatives of the Belgian, Egyptian, United 
States, French, Italian, Swed:sh, Swiss and 
Czech sections, representing half the dele- 
gates to the assembly, decided to call an 
extraordinary meeting at the headquarters 
of the Union on October 2-4 next. It will 
be followed by a meeting of the Executive 
Committee on October 5 - 6. 

The Polish section, supported by Czecho- 
slovakia (and telegraphically by Bulgaria) 
requested the committee to decide that the 
1.U.A. should support the Stockholm pro- 
clamation on the banning of atomic war- 
fare, and a long exchange of views on the 
attitude of the Union towards the struggle 
for peace took place. Although united in 
declaring their firm attachment to the cause 
of peace, the delegates were divided on the 
form which this support should take. Three 
motions were proposed by Messrs. Sigalin, 
Vago and Moutschen. None obtained a 
majority. 

The Polish and Czech delegates expressed 
their disappointment over the attitude of 
the Executive Committee towards the ques- 
tion of the struggle for peace, a disap- 
pointment which will certainly be shared, 
they declared, by architects in their respec- 
tive countries. In consequence, the Polish 
delegate felt obliged to withdraw the invita- 
tion which had been made to hold the 
second congress of the Union at Warsaw. 

In the name of the whole committee, the 
president expressed his great regret, and 
assured the Polish architects who were 
engaged in courageously rebuilding their 
martyred capital, of the wholehearted and 
affectionate sympathy of every architect. 

The date and place of the 1951 congress 
will be fixed by the assembly next October, 
It has been agreed that the programme of 
the congress and exhibition should not be 
changed; sections are asked to go ahead 
actively with the preparation of reports and 
their contributions to the exhibition. 


An Architect-Cricketer. 


Mr. Stephen Capon, who was selected 
to play for Kent in the county champion- 
ship match against Nottingham on July 12, 
San architectural trainee in the office of Mr. 
§. H. Loweth, Kent County Architect. 
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LAW REPORT 
Appeal by Architect 


CouRT OF APPEAL. 

BEFORE THE LorD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
JusSTICE HILBERY AND Mr, 
BYRNE. 


Mr. 
JUSTICE 


Rex v. Bather. 
Rex v. E. Walcot Bather, Ltd. 


IN the Court of Appeal, on July 17, 
the Lord Chief Justice and Justices Hilbery 
and Byrne had before them the appeals by 
Mr. Eric Walcot Bather, an architect, of 
Notting Hill Gate, W., and E. Walcot Bather, 
Ltd., from the decision of the deputy chair- 
man of London Sessions for an alleged 
breach of building regulations and fines 
totalling £400. 

Mr. Bather, appearing in person, said he 
now appealed against his conviction under 
Defence Regulation 56A in respect of 
building work on a bombed site. He ex- 
plained that the limit of the cost of the 
work which he was entitled under the 
orders to carry out was £660, and that the 
prosecution had alleged that he had ex- 
ceeded the limit by £180. He pointed out 
that in doing this they had taken into 
account work which he had, done with his 
own hand as a bricklayer, and this work 
exceeded £180 in value. 

The Minister of Health, by a circular he 
had issued to local authorities, had stated 
that the value of such work should not be 
taken into account, and he complained that 
the deputy chairman had not left to the 
jury the question how much the work done 
by him was worth. . 

Mr. M. Griffiths-Jones, who appeared for 
the prosecution, supported the deputy 
chairman of London Sessions and said that 
under the relevant orders the value of un- 
paid labour was to be taken into account. 
The circular had not the effect of law and 
was only a matter of mitigation. He (coun- 
sel) had not been given instructions about 
the circular at the trial. 

The Lord Chief Justice said he should 
have been given instructions. One did not 
talk about a man’s own work on his pro- 
perty as “unpaid labour.” There was no 
dispute that the work had been done by 
the appellant himself. 

Mr. Bather said he would be satisfied if 
the fines imposed were set aside. 

The Court set aside the fines of £200 each 
imposed on the appellant and the company. 

The Lord Chief Justice, giving the judg- 
ment of the Court, said that whatever might 
be the strict law, the Minister sent out a 
circular to local authorities which made it 
completely clear that the value of such work 
as that done by the appellant personally 
should not be included in computing the 
value of work done on a site for the present 
purpose. In those circumstances the 
appellant maintained that the excess of £180 
could be easily accounted for by the work 
of his own hands. It was unfortunate that 
the circular in question had not been brought 
to the notice of the deputy chairman. The 
matter should have been before the jury. 
One of the reasons that a jury was there was 
that if they thought the man was not being 
fairly treated he should be acquitted. The 
circular was obviously a matter in strong 
mitigation when considering sentence. 

The Court would give immediate leave to 
appeal against the sentence. set aside the 
fines, and give the appellant and the company 
an absolute discharge. The other members 
of the Court concurred. 


"to advise 


SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 
THE BRISTOL SOCIETY 
Exhibition of Drawings 


AN EXHIBITION of drawings and models 
by students of Royal West of England 
Academy School of Archtecture was 
opened at the Bristol Art Gallery, recently. 
Mr. H. S. W. STONE, chairman of the school 
council, and president of the Bristol Society 
of Architects, addressing the students, said 
their material consisted of building, and a 
year as assistant clerk of works would give 
them intimate knowledge of that medium. 
Such a year should be entered upon with 
an open mind. However well instructed an 
architect might be, he could never hope to 
get such an intimate knowledge of brick, 
stone, slate and all those materials as the 
operative using them. If one approached 
them they were generally very ready and 
willing to impart secrets one would not 
get from books. It seemed that students 
often turned their backs on a great deal 
that had been done before extremely well 
and there was a terrible and complete 
breakaway in design. He wondered if we 
wanted such a complete rift with the past 
as there had been in some designs con- 
ceived in recent years in ths country. 

Mr. G. D. GORDON HAKE said students 
could now enter the school at 17 instead of 
waiting to complete military service, pro- 
vided they had the necessary educational 
qualifications and deferment. There were 
143 students—a record number during the 
session. 


UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM 
Diploma in Landscape Design 


A courRSE leading to a diploma in land- 
scape design has been instituted by the Uni- 
versity of Durham at King’s College, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. The course will be con- 
ducted in the Department of Town and 
Country Planning and wiil be post-graduate, 
being open to candidates with approved 
university or professional qualifications in 
town and country planning, architecture, 
horticulture or forestry. 

The initiation of this course follows the 
establishment of a full-time lectureship in 
landscape architecture in the Department of 
Town and Country Planning in 1948. 

The syllabus of the new diploma course 
has been designed to meet the growing need 
for specialists in landscape who will be able 
in the national, regional, and 
county planning fields as well as to provide 
training for designers of parks, gardens and 
urban landscape settings. The need for 
such a course is well shown by the increas- 
ing attention being given to the wider aspects 
of landscape design following the develop- 
ment of the countryside through agriculture 
and national parks. Even the design of 
roadways, formerly considered to be the 
province of the engineer only, is now 
regarded as requiring expert treatment. 

The course involves instruction 
horticulture, forestry, architecture 
engineering in relation to landscape. 

The course will extend over one academic 
year and will begin in October 1950. The 
annual tuition fee is £30 and the examination 
fee £2 10s. 

Further particulars may be obtained from 
the Registrar of the University. 46, North 
Bailey, Durham, or from the Registrar of 
King’s College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 


in 
and 
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THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR TYNEMOUTH 
First to be Submitted to Minister 


HE Development Plan for the County 
Borough of Tynemouth, prepared by 


Mr. D. M. O’HERLIHy,  B.Sc.(Eng.), 
M.LC.E., M.I.Mun.E., Borough Surveyor 
and Planning Ov.ficer, and Mr. G. D. 
BucKLEy, A.R.I.C.S., A.A.L, Chief Town 


Planning Assistant, was submitted to the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning on 
May 8 last as the first Plan to be prepared 
under the provis.ons of the Act of 1947. 

The necessary work has been carried out 
by the Town Planning Department with the 
aid of .a number of temporary assistants for 
short periods (i.e. university students) wh.lst 
the Engineering and Architectural Depart- 
ments have at all appropriate stages ren- 
dered valuable specialist services and full 
advantage has been taken of the knowledge 
and services of the chief officers of the Cor- 
poration and of the various Government 
Departments. Also a working party repre- 
senting neighbouring local and planning 
authorities and some Government Depart- 
ments sat to consider road and car parking 
problems. 

The Plan has been prepared with a sense 
of urgency so that development in the 
Borough shall not be hindered, also to reduce 
the number of conditional permissions which 
inevitably result from uncertainty as to ulti- 
mate planning proposa's and to ass:st ordered 
development in the various sections of the 
town which will accord with a long term 
Master Plan. 

The work carried out in preparing the 
Plan is here briefly dealt with under the 
following headings: (i) The Survey; (ii) the 
Plan, and (iii) the Programme. 


The Survey and Analysis. 


The survey and the report on it have 
followed the lines indicated in Circular 40 
and experience has proved the benefits of 
preparing the, maximum information and 
numoer of maps rather than the minimum 
three of Circular 63. Planning proposals 
could not have been formulated with such 
confidence without the fuller and more in- 
formative facts revealed by this choice. 

In addition to the eight maps referred to 
(land use, age of buildings, net accommoda- 
tion Gensity, net population density, com- 
munications, road and rail traffic, water 
supply and sewerage, gas and electricity ser- 
vices) maps were prepared of topography, 
original settlements, farm boundaries, land 
unsuitable for building purposes, areas and 
stages of redevelopment, land ownerships, 
rateable values (to show social groupings), 
etc 

An industrial questionnaire was sent out 
in May, 1949, and a 61 per cent. return was 
recorded. The information revealed was 
very enlightening and enabled land to be 
allocated for industrial development where 
industry was most likely to flourish. Land 
was also allocated for the expansion of 
specific undertakings. 

The dependence of Tynemouth and North 
Shields on a limited number of basic indus- 
tries, which led to the industrial depression 
and high unemployment of the inter-war 
years, has been changed by the introduction 
of light industries to give diversification and 
balance to the economic structure of the 
Borough. Th’s process is continuing. Em- 
ployment and unemployment figures from 
the Ministry of Labour reveal great advances 


from the high unemployment of the 1930s. 
liluminat:ng graphs have been p:epaied from 
this information. It is now the Corpora- 
tion’s policy to use its planning powers to 
attract further industry to the town. 

It was found that the divisions in the 
classification of the net population and net 
accommodation density maps were too broad 
to be of practical use, and these maps were 
prepared for oilice use show.ng the exact 
densities in areas of similar type and con- 
dition of residential property. This enables 
overcrowding to be calculated fairly 
accurately making assumptions about the 
equilibrium occupancy ratio. A rate of 
unity has been generally adopted. 

A sample survey was carried out over re- 
presentative areas of various types of resi- 
dential property to check the relation between 
the Res:dential Dens.ty Index (or Occupancy 
Rate) and Overcrowding. Every third dweil- 
ing was investigated. The results of the sur- 
vey are given as follows:— 
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Borough to receive a small proportion of the 
large Tyneside overspill population. 


The Pian. 

The written statement which has been 
submitted to the Minister is given below with 
the Programme Statement. 

WRITTEN STATEMENT 

1. The Development Plan shows the 
broad intention of the Council concerning 
the development and redevelopment of the 
town. The major proposals are set out in 
this written statement. 

2. The Future Population.—The present 
population of the town is 66,050. The plan 
is based on the assumption that the popula- 
tion will increase to about 73.000 in 1972, 

3. Communications—{a) Roads. (i) It js 
proposed to link the eastern end of the Coast- 
road (A.1058) to Broadway by a new road 
running to the north of Tynemouth Cemetery 
and Preston Village; (ii) It is proposed by 
the Minister of Transport to construct the 
Jarrow Tunnel Approach Route partly with- 
in the western borough boundary; (iii) It is 
proposed to provide a road from the Coast- 
road (A.1058) just outside the western 
borough boundary to the west of New York 


























Total 
Age and Description Total Total No. of RDS. Families 
of Property Population| Families | Habitable Over- 
Rooms crowded 
per cent, 
(1) Pre-1914 Area Working Class... 98 33 99 1.00 10 
(2) Post-1914 Area Corporation Estate .. 159 36 121 1.35 16.6 
(3) Pre-1914 Area Middle Class Victorian 
Terrace ‘sa be ies Pe 103 34 187 oo — 
(4) Post-1914 Area Middle Class Semi- 
detached be One aa - 121 40 191 63 25 
(5) Post-1914 Area Working Class Block 
of Flats ... ses ee os sa 555 145 445 1.25 8 





It is not proposed to make further refer- 
ence here to the report of the survey since 
the application of Circular 40 is quite 
straightforward in practice, except to say 
that before planning proposals could be 
formulated a considerable amount of pre- 
paratory work at 6 in. and 25 in. map level 
was necessary. 

One of the first problems was to decide 
main Use Zones—Industry, Residential, 
Town Centre—with a satisfactory main road 
communications system... 

From this and further studies a neighbour- 
hood unit system was evolved, each unit 
being bounded by an existing or proposed 
main traffic road or a major open space. 
Nine residential neighbourhoods of such 
area and conditions as to accommodate 
populations between 4,500 and 11,500 resi- 
dents at the end of the 20-year period of 
the Plan were thus formulated. 

Work was done in calculating population 
overspills and intakes within the nine resi- 
dential units over the Plan period. First of 
all an atlas was prepared of separate 
1/2500th Ordnance Sheets showing the indi- 
vidual neighbourhood units. Taking each 
sheet in turn and bearing in mind from the 
survey material collected and _ prepared, 
available land, condition of properties, re- 
development needs and other relevant 
problems requiring treatment in the 20-year 
Plan, new land use allocations were made 
and a statistical system adopted to deal with 
population and land use variations over this 
period. Thus the proposed population of the 
County Borough was arrived at by totalling 
the target populations for the nine units. 

On the basis of the densities adopted in 
the Plan for redevelopment and new develop- 
ment, it would be possible for the County 


and from thence to Murton and Monkseaton; 
(iv) It is proposed to connect Wallsend-road 
(A.695) with Howdon-road (A.187) at a 
point immediately east of Percy Main by a 
new road running parallel with the Back- 
worth Colliery Railway, bridging the main 
line near Percy Main Station; (v) It is pro- 
posed to provide a good link to and from the 
river front by diverting the southern end of 
Duke-street to lead more directly to Howdon- 
road (A.187); (vi) It is proposed to connect 
the north end of Preston-road (A.192) with 
the southern end of Preston North-road 
(A.192) by a link by-passing Preston Village; 
(vii) It is proposed to link Preston North- 
road (A.192) with Seatonville-road, Monk- 
seaton, by a new road: connection from the 
old Foxhunters Inn to the eastern side of the 
new Foxhunters Inn; (viii) It is proposed to 
provide a road on the northern boundary 
with Whitley Bay between Foxhunters Inn 
and Burnside-road; (ix) It is proposed to pro- 
vide a new link at Cullercoats between 
Hudleston-street and Beverley-terrace to 
make a more satisfactory road alignment 
between Beverley-terrace and Whitley-road; 
(x) It will be necessary to effect a number of 
road widenings and modifications at certaip 
junctions in order properly to relate neigh- 
bourhood roads to the main town frame- 
work. 

(b) Docks and Harbours. (i) An addi- 
tional area of land has been allocated for the 
extension of Smith’s Dock. 

(c) Railways. (i) A new station is to be 
provided adjacent to the Park Hotel and the 
site has been shown upon the Town Map; 
(ii) It is proposed to resite the station at 
Percy Main to the east side of the new road 
connection between Wallsend-road (A.695) 
and Howdon-road (A.187). 





zon 


is 
Stat 
adj 
loce 
offi 
Pro 


ade 
and 
cien 
Mal 
attri 


that 
and, 
area 


neig 


shoy 


life. 
to b 
Whe 


shal! 
but 


the | 
ing | 


follo 
dent: 
exter 
to f 
Unit 
at tl 
dens: 
bloc! 
deve 
ment 
the | 
Broa 


/ Secor 


to i) 


950 


f the 


been 
With 


the 
ring 
f the 
ut in 


esenit 
plan 
Dula- 
72. 

It is 
Oast- 
Toad 
tery 
d by 
- the 
vith- 
It is 
Oast- 
stern 
(ork 


lies 
4 


ded 


ent, 


ton; 
‘oad 
ta 
ya 
ack- 
nain 
pro- 
the 
1 of 
jon- 
nect 
with 
‘oad 
age; 
rth- 
ynk- 
the 
the 
1 to 
lary 
Inn 
Dr0- 
een 

to 
vent 
pad; 
r of 
tain 
igh- 
me- 


ddi- 
the 


be 
the 
ap; 
| at 


oad } 


995) 





july 28 1950 


4, Industrial Proposals——({i) The whole 
of the area from the Fish Quay to the west- 
em boundary of the Borough extending in 
depth from the river to the nearest road has 
been zoned for industry and will be used 
specifically for industry requiring river and 
rail access. It may be found desirable to 
carry out certain works of reconstruction at 
the Fish Quay area, to group activities con- 
nected with the fishing industry and to en- 
courage the provision of modern premises 
for industrial requirements. Hence land be- 
tween the Fish Quay and Tynemouth-road 
has also been zoned for industry; (ii) An area 
has been reserved for a large industrial pro- 
ject immediately adjacent to Northumberland 
Dock and an area around Low Flatworth 
Farm, which may be required for further 
expansion, has also been zoned for industry; 
(iii) It is proposed to zone for industry at 
West Chirton Trading Estate the whole area 
between North Balkwell Farm on the north, 
Rothbury-terrace on the south, Backworth 
Colliery Railway on the west and Norham- 
road and Norham-road North on the east; 
(iv) It is proposed to extend the site of the 
Backworth Colliery area by the field to the 
immediate east of the existing Algernon Pit- 
head and Tip; (v) It is proposed to extend the 
industrial area in the vicinity of the Gas 
Works by a small area in a westwards 
direction; (vi) Small areas for service indus- 
try have been allocated for the vamious resi- 
dential neighbourhoods; (vii) Light industry 
incompatible with the Central Unit is pro- 
posed to be removed to a light industrial 
zone to the north of the Fish Quay and that 
which is suitable for retention in the Town 
Centre will be grouped. 

5. Town Centre——In the Town Centre it 
is proposed to: (i) Provide a new omnibus 
station near to the railway station and 
adjacent to the Town Centre; (ii) Group 
local and central_ government and private 
offices; (iii) Group shopping facilities; (iv) 
Provide necessary sites for suitable Central 
Area light and service industry; (v) Provide 
adequate sites for other public buildings 
and places of assembly; (vi) Provide suffi- 
cient and well distributed car parks; (vii) 
Make the Central Area compact and 
attractive. 

6. Residential Areas.—The plan provides 
that new housing (Corporation and private) 
and, so far as possible, existing residential 
areas shall be formed into communities or 
neighbourhoods in which schools, churches, 
shops, clubs and other social buildings will 
be provided to meet all the needs of daily 
life. The residential parts of the town are 
to be planned as nine such neighbourhoods. 
Wherever possible it has been arranged that 
the boundaries of these neighbourhoods 
shall be defined by roads or open space, 
but where this is impracticable it has been 
necessary to rely upon the building-up of 
the neighbourhood centres to foster a feel- 
ing of social cohesion. 

The principal residential proposals are as 
follows: (i) The completion of a new resi- 
dential neighbourhood at Marden; (ii) The 
extension of existing residential development 
to form the Collingwood Neighbourhood 
Unit; (iii) The redevelopment of an area 
at the east end of North Shields as a high 
density residential area with a number of 
blocks of flats; (iv) Further residential 
development of land at Preston; (v) Develop- 
ment of land between Tynemouth Park and 
the Golf Course on the east and west of 
Broadway. 

7. Education—Sites for primary and 
secondary schools are allocated in the Plan 
‘0 provide 34 acres per 10,000 of the popu- 
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lation; but, although each neighbourhood 
possesses a primary school site, there are 
local deficiencies which can only be made 
good by treating the town as a whole. 
Secondary schools are distributed as evenly 
as possible throughout the town. 

8. Open Spaces.—lIt has not been possible 
to provide a full measure of open space in 
each neighbourhood because of the present 
lack of undeveloped land, and the provision 
of open space has therefore been dealt with 
for the town as a whole. Within the neigh- 
bourhoods there is a total deficiency of open 
space amounting to 157 acres, mainly of 
playing fields, and it is proposed to make 
this up by the provision of open space on 
land between Rake-lane, Preston North-road, 
the Coast-road Extension, and Lynn-road, 
which has been disturbed ‘by open-cast coal 
operations. 

9. Programme.—All the proposals will 
be carried out with due regard to their 
relative priority. First priority is given to 
urgency measures such as housing (Corpora- 
tion and private) and schools; second 
priority to efficiency measures such as the 
construction of new roads and_ utility 
services; and third priority to amenity 
measures. 

Progress towards the realisation of the 
Plan is governed by the availability of men, 
material and financial resources. It is estima- 
ted that during the next five years a labour 
force of about 1,300 men will be available 
in the borough. Assuming that materials 
will be available as at present, and that the 
present level of capital investment is main- 
tained, this force would be able to carry out 
all the proposals contained in the first five- 
year programme. Estimates of what can be 
done beyond five years ahead are necessarily 
less reliable because of the inevitable un- 
certainties which arise concerning basic 
economic assumptions. 

Broadly, the Plan is an indication of the 
areas and the order in which it is intended 
that development should proceed. It may 
from time to time be expedient to advance 
or retard the development of certain areas, 
and opportunities will be provided for this 
by the five-yearly and other reviews of the 
Plan as required and authorised by Section 6 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, 


Programming. 

The Programme is accompanied by a 
Development Schedule specifying the pro- 
posed developments of the Corporation over 
the 20-year period of the Plan under the 
following headings: (1) Residential, (2) edu- 
cation, (3) industry, (4) highways, (5) public 
buildings, (6) public open space, (7) town 
centre and (8) other items. 

The above headings are sub-divided into 
two periods, of the first five and the next 
15 years’ programme. 

The programming was approached in the 
following order of consideration: 

(a) The following facts were ascertained: 
(1) 1,425 manpower labour force in 1948; 
(2) £1,150,000 of building and civil engin- 
eering works carried out in 1948. 

(b) Over next five years following 
assumptions made: (1) Existing construc- 
tional labour force available; (2) Materials 
available as at present; (3) Present level of 
capital investment to continue. 

(c) Relative order of priority was adopted 
as follows: (1) Urgency measures such as 
housing (Corporation and private) and 
schools; (2) Efficiency measures such as con- 
struction of new roads and utility services; 
(3) Amenity measures. 
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(d) On the above assumption £54 million 
of constructional works could be done in a 
five-year programme, allocated between the 
items of a Development Schedule on the 
basis of urgency and need. 

(e) Residential development by the Cor- 
poration will proceed at an average rate of 
300 houses per annum for five years to 
meet the Council’s original post-war 
housing programme liabilities, to provide 
for slum clearance and other necessary 
demolished property displacements. The 
location and areas of new development and 


redevelopment with appropriate densities 
are enumerated. 
(f) Private residential development is 


assumed at a rate of 150 dwellings per 
annum for five years. The location and 
areas of new development with appropriate 
densities are enumerated. 

(g) The Education Programme is an ex- 
tract from the Council’s Education Develop- 
ment Plan. 

(h) Light industry will be provided to 
meet estimated unemployment from 4 
probable falling-off in shipbuilding and 
repairing. 

(i) Minor road improvements. 

(j) Much needed public buildings are 
provided for (new fire station, main health 
centre, welfare hostel for aged persons. 
public shelters and conven‘ences). 

(k) Approximately 15 per cent. of the 
outstanding open-space deficiency is to be 
acquired. 

() No allowance is made for Town 
Centre alterations and improvements, nor 
new roads or major road-improvement works 
in the first five-year programme, but essen- 
tial works connected with development, e.g., 
trunk sewers, etc., are included. 

(m) On the basis of an overall figure of 
£1,000 worth of constructional works per 
man/year the five-year programme is thus 
within the possibilities of the available 
labour force and the five-year period pro- 
posals were drafted on the Programme Map. 

(n) Although the proposals of the first 
five-vear period were specified in detail with 
estimates for land acquisition, cost of new 
development and redevelopment, etc., the 
proposals for the following 15-year period 
were specified in the Development Schedule 
under the eight headings, but not accom- 
panied by estimates. 

This course was adopted for the follow- 
ing reasons: (1) No radical proposals in- 
volving outstanding disturbance, compensa- 
tion or costs such as moving a Town Centre 
are involved in the Plan, therefore it is only 
necessary to propose and programme new 
development and redevelopment by a 
system of ordered priority based on urgency 
and need, availability of labour, materials 
and capital. (2) It is difficult to estimate 
with accuracy for the period beyond five 
years due to unestimatable changes in levels 
of values and costs. (3) Unforeseen 
changes in economic conditions may alter 
the rate of speed at which a long-term pro- 
gramme can be carried out. (4) The pro- 
gramme will be subject to review with the 
Plan every five years. : 

It is recognised that varying conditions in 
different authorities will call for a particular 
method of approach but it is considered that 
in the case of Tynemouth the above 
procedure would prove to be satisfactory. 

The authors of the Plan desire to acknow- 
ledge the assistance and guidance received 
from the Regional Controller, the Regional 
Planning Officer and the staff of the Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning (Northern 
Region) at all stages in the preparation of 
the Development Plan for Tynemouth. 
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BOOKS 


JAMES WyatTT, 1746-1813 (No. 1 of series 
“The Architects”). By Reginald Turnor. 
Pp. 96. Illustrated. (London: Art and 
Technics.) 8s. 6d. net. 


SomME 25 years ago a series of handsome 
monographs was published bearing the title 
“Masters of Architecture.’ Of the nine 
architects whose work was described, six 
were British, the earliest was Inigo Jones, 
and some were still alive at the beginning 
of this century. Wren was not included, 
possibly because his bicentenary in 1923 had 
just produced a crop of books about him. 
The series was never extended, but now 
another firm of publishers has Jaunched 
another venture on somewhat similar lines, 
and the forerunner of the first five archi- 
tectural biographies has just appeared. It 
deals with James Wyatt (of whose work 
Anthony Dale produced a more comprehen- 
sive study in 1936); but the other four sub- 
jects advertised—Henry Holland, Thomas 
Archer, C. F. A. Voysey and Le Corbusier— 
are all men of outstanding interest whose 
careers are well worth record in book form 
and who have not yet, I believe, been so 
honoured. A catholic taste has been dis- 
played in their choice. Compared with the 
“Masters of Architecture” series, the first 
of these new volumes is diminutive in size, 
but the lively letterpress is more than twice 
as long and the illustrations considerably 
more numerous. It will be interesting to see 
whether the venture proves sufficiently 
profitable to enable it to be extended beyond 
the titles already announced and, if so, what 
additional names will be chosen. Many 
famous architects have been dealt with in 
recent monographs, but several others are 
still commemorated only in dry biographies 
long out of print or in magazine articles. 

As represented by Mr. Turnor, who agrees 
with Mr. Anthony Dale, James Wyatt had 
all the attributes of the comic artist—eccen- 
tricity, unreliability, alternations between 
extreme laziness and great industry—yet he 
rose quickly to fame, created and maintained 
an enormous practice, and became Surveyor- 
General and President of the Royal 
Academy. In spite of all that, he is com- 
monly remembered as “ The Destroyer,” an 
epithet applied to him by sincere disciples 
of the Gothic Revival because of his drastic 
or brutal restoration of four cathedrals and 
of Magdalen College, Oxford. In his defence 
it may be urged, as it was in Sir Gilbert 
Scott’s, that he saved much more than he 
destroyed. Admirers of Wyatt also contend 
that several of the major crimes ascribed 
to him were, in fact, none of his doing, but 
were ordered by the cathedral authorities, 
without his approval or in opposition to his 
views, and that genuine lack of funds led to 
many undesirable expedients. Yet he was 
ignorant of, and unsympathetic with, the 
spirit of Gothic, particularly with its con- 
struction; he treated chapels, tombs, screens 
and especially stained glass, with clumsy dis- 
regard; and he was fortunately prevented 
from even greater vandalism, e.g., in his 
project to demolish the galilee at Durham. 

As an exponent of classical architecture, 
mid-way between Adam and Chambers in 
style, he was successful; but only a few of 
his best works survive—Heaton House, the 
interior of Heveningham Hall, the former 
headquarters of the R.I.B.A. at 9, Conduit- 
Street, and some others. These are well 
described and illustrated here. Of his huge 
neo-Gothic mansions—Fonthill, Ashridge 
and Lee Priory—the last named very properly 
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collapsed long ago: it was an indefensible 
extravagance and a travesty of the Middle 
Ages. This raises the question of the now 
overworked catchword “amusing” in 
current architectural criticism, applied by 
fashionable triflers to everything that more 
serious critics regard as frightful in the 
early Victorian phase of the Gothic Revival 
—perhaps, indeed, for that very reason; 
and also, of course, in their desire to be 
“* different” at all costs. It is not a serious 
definition in aesthetic terminology, and Mr. 
Turnor applies it properly to the fantastic 
ideas of Horace Walpole and Beckford, who 
started their gimcrack houses “as an amusing 
foolery.”” But when we come to Fonthill, we 
can only observe, in the famous words of 
the most eminent of “ Eminent Victorians,” 
that “we are not amused.” 


THE ENGLISH CATHEDRALS. Photographed 
by Herbert Felton, and with a text by 
John Harvey. Pp. xii, 99. Illustrated. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 18s. net. 


OF THE MAKING of books on our cathe- 
drals there is no end. The genesis of this 
new volume is explained in Mr. Felton’s 
foreword. He spent much time during 
1938-9 in photographing “effects of light 
and shade in our various cathedrals,” not in 
making “a detail photographic survey of 
the building.’ He originally intended to 
publish these as a folio of plates, but 


ultimately it was decided to enhance 
them with a textual introduction, which 
has been provided by Mr. Harvey in 


some 35,000 words, plus 15 pages of valuable 
and highly compressed “historical and de- 
scriptive notes on each cathedral.” Of the 
43 existing cathedrals in England, only 27 
are treated in the book, for reasons stated 
in the introduction. New foundations (e.g. 
Truro, Liverpool) are excluded, together 
with “parochial churches recently erected 
into cathedrals” (e.g. Wakefield, Chelms- 
ford). The authors’ method of selection 
contrives to bring Ripon, St. Albans, South- 
wark and Southwell into their list, although 
all four were promoted to cathedral] status 
in modern times. As St. Paul’s is the only 
Renaissance building included, this book is 
mainly concerned with Gothic architecture, 
on which Mr. Harvey has become an ac- 
knowledged authority. 

In his introduction he makes the inevi- 
table comparisons between English and con- 
tinental cathedrals, but manages to throw 
some new light on this well-worn topic. He 
remarks that cloisters were ‘“ commonly 
built for show by the secular chapters.” His 
list of vanished spires and demolished inde- 
pendent belfries is interesting. There is a 
useful account of the way in which cathedral- 
buildings were financed, designed and erected. 
The bulk of the text is divided into five 
periods—Norman, three Gothic stages, and 
Renaissance. For the Gothic periods he 
accepts Rickman’s old-fashioned nomen- 
clature, as so many recent writers have done, 
and explains why “ Decorated” is, after all, 
not such a bad definition. He makes an 
amusing comparison between cave-dwellings 
and the earliest cathedrals, so dark and 
gloomy. There is also a refreshing allusion 
to “a certain smugness about the highly 
integrated perfection of some _ French 
cathedrals.” The explanation of the west 
galilee at Durham, placed in that position 
so that women need not be admitted to the 
neighbourhood of the bones of that ancient 
misogynist St. Cuthbert, will please some 
readers. Mr. Harvey admires the “ screen- 
fronts” of Wells and Peterborough, so ques- 
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tionable in the eyes of severely logical 
critics, and informs us that the innumerable 
statues on the former were originally 
coloured and gilt, a somewhat alarming 
thought. The alleged origin of the Perpen- 
dicular style in the miseries of the Black 
Death is refuted, and an alternative source 
is suggested in East Yorkshire or even ip 
France. Readers of Mr. Harvey’s earlier 
books will not be surprised that he inserts 
architects’ names in the captions under most 
of the photographs, sometimes trailing his 
coat; but the excellent chronological tables 
in the appendix could be made far more 
complete if he would add to all of them, 
as he has done to a few only, the names of 
the Victorian restorers, to say nothing of 
James Wyatt. The 175 photographs by Mr, 
Felton are simply magnificent, showing an 
uncanny instinct for effects of light and 
shade as well as for architectural beauty. 
A number of plans and line drawings are 
interspersed in the text. M. S. B. 


RENT CONTROL. By Dennis Lloyd and John 
Montgomerie, Barristers-at-Law. Pp. xlix, 
454. (London: Butterworths.) 25s. 


THE PRIMARY OBJECT of the Rent Act is, 
of course, to prevent uncontrolled increases 
in rent at a time of housing shortage. Un- 
fortunately, this simple object cannot be 
attained without introducing a number of 
other extrémely complicated provisions, such 
as those relating to security of tenure, trans- 
fer of liabilities as between landlord and 
tenant, and the transmission of statutory 
tenancies. All these provisions were super- 
imposed upon the ordinary common law 
relationship of landlord and tenant. Even 
so, it should have been possible to have pro- 
duced a reasonably simple statutory code. 
Unfortunately, ever since 1920, Parliament 
has passed numerous Acts each dealing in 
piecemeal fashion with some particular 
aspects of the problem. The result is what 
the late President of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors recently called “ that 
complex, inconsistent, unco-ordinated, in- 
equitable, and to a large extent incompre- 
hensible hotch-potch of legislation.” Cer- 
tainly, the Rent Acts are extremely difficult 
to understand, and even the late Lord Justice 
Scrutton—one of the great lawyers of this 
century—once said that he never gave a deci- 
sion on these Acts with any confidence. 


Messrs. Lloyd and Montgomerie have, 
therefore, done much service by producing a 
new book on the Rent Acts. There are, of 
course, other excellent books on this sub- 
ject, but this new work should establish a 
high place for itself, especially as it contains 
a number of features not to be found in the 
others. The book is not confined to the text 
of the Acts, but deals also with those parts 
of the law of landlord and tenant which most 
frequently fall to be applied in rent cases. 
A complete chapter has also been devoted to 
practical points of procedure in which rent- 
controlled premises may be involved. 

Various problems connected with the 
drafting of tenancies and the sale of con- 
trolled houses are collected together in a 
chapter on conveyancing. Readers of The 
Builder will be especially interested in the 
authors’ remarks on compensation for the 
compulsory purchase of controlled premises 
-—a subject which is likely to become of in- 
creasing importance in the next few years. 
The provisions of the Town and Country 
Planning Act for eliminating special value 
due to vacant possession do not apply to 
rent-controlled properties, doubtless on the 
ground that the existence of a controlled 
tenant eliminates vacant possession as effec- 
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tively as the notional lease. The authors 
note that the prospects of the Rent Acts being 
repealed in the near future are slender, but 
this overlooks the fact that even a rent- 
controlled tenancy can come to an end. and 
this may pose some pretty problems for sur- 
yveyors. What, for instance, is the value of 
a house occupied by a widow of 90 who 
hecame statutory tenant on the death of her 
husband? On her death, the owner is free 
to sell with vacant possession. However, 
these are, perhaps, as much surveyors’ as 
lawyers’ problems, and it is understandable 
that the authors of this book avoided them. 


HILL AND REDMAN’S COMPLETE LAW OF 
LANDLORD AND TENANT. Second Cumu- 
lative Supplement to 10th Edn. Pp. xvi. 
96. (London: Butterworths.) 7s. 6d. 
(Main work and supplement, 63s.) 


To THOSE who already possess a copy of 
the main work, this supplement is indispens- 
able, as the developments in both statute 
and case law since the tenth edition have 
been considerable. Special attention is given 
to the Hill Farming Act, 1946, and to the 
Landlord and Tenant (Rent Control) Act, 
1949. Also noted are many of the changes 
made by the Housing Act, 1949. 


There is a slight error on page 15 dealing 
with mining leases, where it is said that no 
development charge is payable on mining 
operations before July 1, 1951. This exemp- 
tion from development charge only applies 
2 — workings in existence on July 1, 
1948, 

A: E. ¥. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


TREES FOR TOWN AND COUNTRY, (Lon- 
don: Lund Humphries.) Price 25s. 


SoLip FueL HovusecraFt. By Elspeth 
Fraser-Stephen. (London: Crosby Lock- 
wood and Son, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 


SKETCHING FOR CRAFTSMEN. By E. Hoyle. 
—: English Universities Press.) Price 
s. 


Gas IN THE House. By R. A. Woodrook. 
i: English Universities Press.) Price 
s. 6d. 


Geometry III. By G. A. Hanby. (Loa- 
don: Sir 'saac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 7s. 6d. 


WorKsHop RECORD BOOK PREPARED. By 
L. J. T. Wheatley. (London: Sir Isaac 
Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) Price 5s. 


*» Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CITY HALLS AND OFFICES, NAIROBI. Pro- 
moted by the Municipal Council of Nairobi, Kenya. 
Premiums: £550, £450 and £250. Assessor: L. W. 
Thornton White, F.R.ILB.A. Conditions from Town 
Clerk, P.O. Box 651, Town Hall, Nairobi, Kenya, on 
£2 2s, deposit. Last day for questions : April 20. Last 
= posting designs : August 31, 1950, January 27, 


AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL. Promoted by 
the Australian Battlefields Memorial Committee. Pre- 
mums; £250, £150 and £50 (Australian). Conditions 
from the Official Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, 
Room 115, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.1. 
Closing date, September 1. March 17, 1950. 


EXTENSION TO MEDICAL SCHOOL, EDIN- 
BURGH UNIVERSITY. Promoted by the University 
of h. Premiums: 1,000, 600 and 300 ens. 
Assessor : Mr. A. G. R. Mackenzie, A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

from the Secretary to the University, Edin- 
burgh, on deposit of £2 2s. Closing date : September 2, 
1950, December 9, 1949. 


Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 


of “The Builder” in which details af the competitions 
peared. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Building Costs 


ON July 20, Mr. W. SHEPHERD asked the 

Minister of Health if he was aware of 
the concern being felt at the disparity 
between the real building cost of houses and 
the hypothetical costs laid down by him for 
the purpose of assessment under. Part IV 
of the Local Government Act, 1948, which 
would result in the better-class housing sub- 
sidising the rates of the smaller properties; 
and what steps he was taking to remove the 
anomalies. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the statements of 
1938 costs required by the 1948 Act had not 
yet been made. As they would be based 
on 1938 building costs they were bound to 
differ from current costs but he saw no 
reason to expect the consequences stated in 
the question. 

Timber Supplies. 

Mr. Hurp asked the Minister of Health 
how the quantity of timber covered by licen- 
ces issued by housing authorities in the first 
six months of 1950 compared with the quan- 
tity issued in the same period of 1949. 

Mr. BEVAN said that licences for softwood 
timber issued for housing purposes amounted 
to 163,007 standards in the first six months 
of 1950, and to 160,702 standards in the cor- 
responding period of 1949. [July 20.] 

On July 20, Mr. De La BeERE asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether, in 
view of the improved financial position of 
this country and the increase in the gold 
reserves, he would confer with the Ministers 
of Health and Supply and the President of 
the Board of Trade with a view to sanction- 
ing the increase in the imports of timber to 
this country for the purpose of expediting 
the Government’s building programme. 

Mr. GAITSKELL said that while, as the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had emphasised, 
our gold reserves were still far from adequate 
and we would have to continue to control 
dollar expenditure strictly, the Government 
hoped to be able to allot sufficient dollars 
to purchase the timber needed for the hous- 
ing programme. [July 20.] 

Housing Division Staffs. 

On July 20. Mr. RopGers asked the 
Minister of Health what was the total 
number of civil servants, administrative and 
technical, employed on housing by his 
department on June 30, 1950. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the figures were 877, 
including 119 technical staff. 


Building Trade Operatives. 

On July 24 Mr. Ropson-Brown asked 
the Minister of Works what consideration 
he had given to the resolutions passed by 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives regarding the nationalisation of 
the building industry; and if he would 
publish a White Paper setting out the 
Government’s policy with regard to the 
future organisation, development and 
encouragement of this industry. 

Mr. STOKES said he assumed the hon. 
member was referring to the recent Con- 
ference of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives at Ayr. He was 
not aware that any resolutions about 
rationalisation were , before this Con- 
ference, but he understood that a report 
on the subject was referred to the Executive 
Committee for further examination in the 
light of the discussion that took place. In 
these circumstances it would clearly be 
premature for him to make any statement 
on the matter. As regarded the second 
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part of the question, he had for some time 
been discussing with his National Con- 
sultative Council the Reports of the Build- 
and the 


ing Industry Working Party 
Building Productivity Team; their latest 
meeting was held last Friday. It was not 


at present his intention to issue a White 
Paper. 


UNDERGROUND CAR 
PARKS 


Precautions Against Fire and Explosion 


< PRECAUTIONS against Fire and Ex- 

plosion in Underground Car Parks,”* 
No. 28 in the Ministry of Works’ Post-War 
Building Studies series, just published, is a 
report of a sub-committee appointed in 1946 
by the Joint Committee on Fire Grading of 
Buildings of the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research and the Fire 
Offices’ Committee. 

The report is a technical review of the 
whole question and contains many recom- 
mendations. It will be of considerable inter- 
est to those authorities concerned with the 
formulation of safety regulations, to archi- 
tects, structural and ventilating engineers, as 
well as to makers of fire-fighting equipment. 
The owner of underground car parks will 
also find useful hints. 

From the designer’s point of view, in par- 
ticular those in London, that portion of the 
report dealing with explosion vents is of 
special interest. The Committee concludes 
that no practical amount of venting will 
reduce the effects of an explosion sufficiently 
to prevent serious damage. In this connec- 
tion the difficulties which designers have 
encountered in the past have virtually pre- 
vented the use of storeys below first base- 
ment level. The elimination of venting will 
enable the car park to be carried many 
storeys underground such as has been done 
in the United States. 

This conclusion adds emphasis to the 
necessity of reducing the possibility of ex- 
plosion—prevention rather than cure—and 
the report deals at length with the relation 
between ventilation and the risk of forma- 
tion of explosive mixtures. Fortunately, how- 
ever, the amount of ventilation necessary to 
remove the exhaust gases is sufficient to deal 
with most amounts of petrol vapour likely 
to come from spilled petrol. 

The Committee has had in mind the wide 
variations in rate of traffic movement, and 
the report recommends flexibility in the 
ventilating plant. The plant should be 
capable of running in two parts, the capacity 
of each being sufficient to provide half the 
air changes needed to overcome conditions 
of maximum exhaust gas discharge. In the 
event of failure of one part, the second 
should continue to run or be automatically 
brought into operation. Natural ventilation 
based upon openings equal to 2} per cent. 
of the floor area may be considered a satis- 
factory substitute for one part only of the 
mechanical ventilating plant. 

Because of the limited value of structural 
precautions against explosions, the recom- 
mendations in the report are mostly direc- 
ted against fire spread, and standards of fire 
resistance are given. Emphasis is laid on 
the need for proper fire separation of the 
car park from any building erected above it. 
A few remarks on the effects of mechanical 
means of parking draw attention to the 
undeveloped state of these systems. 





* Published for the Ministry of Works by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 1s. 
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LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ 


President’s Speech 


Ke HE builders of London want more 

work and the materials with which 
to do it,” said Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, in his presidential address at 
the half-yearly meeting of the Association, 
held in London on July 20. 


“Happily,” said Mr. Costain, “the 
Government is at last recognising the im- 
portance of adequate supplies if the rhythm 
of building is to be maintained and cost 
reduced, and I am hopeful that during the 
next six months we shall have better—and 
steadier—supplies of such essentials as 
timber and cement, which have been our 
chief bugbear during the past five years. 


“The past six months have seen steady 
progress by the building industry of 
London, and more and more the gaps made 
by bombs in many of our streets are being 
filled up. 


“The main task before the building in- 
dustry remains—how to get down costs. A 
process of reduction is already at work, 
but it works very slowly. I suggested at 
the beginning of the year that there were 
three ways by which costs might be reduced 
—better education, better organisation and 
a wider use of incentives. The first two are 
long-term expedients, but we are moving 
in the right direction. 


“Facilities for the better technical 
education of the apprentice, of the fore- 
man and of the manager are extending, and 
are being more widely used,” continued the 
President, “and there is a greater apprecia- 
tion of the value of research. I am also 
very hopeful that the new Council of Fore- 
men will be instrumental in spreading the 
demand for greater technical education. 
Organisation on the site, too, is improving, 
helped by the importance attached to it 
in the Working Party Report and in the 
report of the Productivity Team which in- 
vestigated building methods in the United 
States, but it will take a long time before 
the organisation of every firm is up to the 
standard of the best, though that is the 
object we must strive for. 


“Incentives, the one short-term method 
by which we can reduce costs quickly, are 
no short-cut to the goal, no quack remedy 
for a long-term ill which only the years 
will cure, but they do offer an immediate 
method by which a very large proportion 
of the building industry’ can, by taking 
thought, and it needs thought, bring about 
a substantial reduction in the price we have 
to charge to the consumer. I appeal to all 
firms which have not already instituted in- 
centive schemes to consider well whether 
the time has not come for them to do so. 


“Where they are in operation,” Mr. 
Costain concluded, “incentives are giving 
results, and there is no going back on them. 
Let us see to it, and that speedily, that they 
become the rule, and not, as unfortunatelv 
they are to-day, the exception, to our usual 
practice.” 


The Half-Yearly Report 


(COMMENTING on the general situation, 

the half-yearly report of the L.M.B.A. 
states that the industry in London has con- 
tinued to make its contribution to the 
nation’s needs within the limitations set. 
Satisfaction has been expressed at the slight 
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easement of certain controls, particularly 
those relating to the Town and Country 
Planning Act and the restoration to its for- 
mer figure of the private house-building 
quota. The Association states firmly, how- 
ever, that the altered ratio by no means 
goes far enough and that there can be no 
solution of the housing problem until a far 
greater degree of freedom is permitted. 


During this year, the report adds, the 
industry has begun to feel the effects of 
the cut in capital expenditure resulting from 
devaluation by a cut in licensing quotas 
which in some places has seriously affected 
building operations. It has to be realised 
that the full effect of these cuts has yet to 
be felt. 

Following are extracts from the remainder 
of the report: — 

REPORTS.—The Reports of the Building 
Industry Working Party and of the Produc- 
tivity Team which visited the U.S.A. have 
been published end also the second Report 
of the Girdwood Committee on the cost 


of house-building. The _ outstanding 
features of the Working Party Report, 
which are largely confirmed by the 


American Report, show that a substantial 
improvement in productivity and efficiency 
cannot be expected without considerable 
easement of controls and _ restrictions 
coupled with a greater and freer supply of 
materials, 

APPRENTICESHIP.—The Association has 
continued to give close attention to the 
problem of apprenticeship in London. 
Whilst the percentage of apprentices who 
are properly indentured stands very high, 
the actual number being trained in the 
industry in London is far short of the 
target. Discussions have taken place as to 
the reasons for this and every effort is being 
made to encourage employers to realise the 
great importance of ensuring that an 
adequate supply of craftsmen for the future 
is being properly trained. An earnest appeal 
is made to all members to face their 
responsibilities in this important matter. 


APPRENTICE MASTER SCHEMES.—Discus- 
sions with the Ministry of Works have con- 
tinued in regard to the maintenance of 
Apprentice Master Schemes. Under 
arrangements agreed last year the number 
of schemes in London has been substantially 
reduced under pressure from the Treasury 
and it is therefore of even greater impor- 
tance that members should take the oppor- 
tunity of accepting apprentices who have 
received the early part of their training on 
these valuable schemes. 

INCENTIVES.—A great deal of attention 
has been given to the important subject of 
incentives. More and more must it he 
realised that in a time of -full employment, 
coupled with the economic difficulties which 
have led to an almost complete wages freeze, 
methods; must be found by which the 
operatives can gain higher earnings in our 
industry and by which production can be 
substantially improved coupled with a re- 
duction in building costs. It is satisfactory 
to record that many more firms have 
appreciated this and are succeeding in find- 
ing ways and means to overcome their 
individual problems. 

EXHIBITION CONTRACTORS.—For a_ con- 
siderable time past the specialist firms 
engaged in exhibition stand construction 
and erection have operated under a 
separatist agreement made direct with cer- 
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tain trades unions. A number of oy 
members are also engaged from time to 
time in this form of activity. - For 
some little time discussions have been going 
on as a result of which members of the 
Exhibition Contractors’ Association have 
now applied for membership of the 
L.M.B.A. and have given the requisite 
notice to terminate their own direct agree- 
ment. In this way it is hoped that the 
Association may be able to agree to 
arrangements with the operatives by which 
this special type of work can be brought 
within the London Working Rule Agree. 
ment. 


Contract Matters. . 


STANDARD FORMS OF CONTRACT.—The 
Association has continued to press for the 
widest possible use of the R.I.B.A. Stan- 
dard Form of Contract in unaltered form 
and its policy has been confirmed by the 
very straight comments in both the Working 
Party and the Girdwood Reports. Informa- 
tion received shows a substantial improve- 
ment in the position. 


As a result of negotiations the L.CC. 
have now decided that, whilst they still 
consider it impracticable to use _ the 
R.I.B.A. form as it stands, they would be 
prepared to consider negotiating a new 
Standard Form for the whole of the Coun- 
cil’s work comprising standard clauses in 
the R.I.B.A. form of words, a schedule of 
standard clauses required by the Council, 
and a set of special clauses relating to the 
particular works contemplated. Of con- 
siderable importance is the fact that the 
L.C.C. agreed to the establishment of a fully 
representative Liaison Committee which has 
already held two meetings on this subject. 


Administration. 

MEMBERSHIP.—Whilst a number of war- 
time members have left the Association for 
various reasons, there has been a steady flow 
of applicants for membership. In the first 
six months of this year 49 new members 
have been elected and at June 30 the mem- 
bership stands as_ follows: Ordinary 
members, 1,765; associate members, 81; 
sub-contractor members, 40; and honorary 
members, 6. Total, 1,892. 


In addition the number of subscribers to 
our Information Service now totals 144. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND _ TRAINING.— 
The Association’s Education Sub-Committee 
has made considerable progress since the 
New Year in reviewing the facilities which 
exist in the London Region at the various 
technical institutes and colleges. Informal 
discussions have taken place with repre 
sentatives of the Ministry of Education and 
the Association of Principals of Technical 
Institutes and it has been agreed that 4 
Standing Liaison Committee between the 
L.M.B.A. and Educational representatives 
should be established at an early date so 
that the opportunity of joint discussion, the 
interchange of views, and the collation of 
information generally can be facilitated. 


RéESEARCH.—The Association is com 
tinuing to examine the problem of how (0 
stimulate interest among its members in the 
matter of research. The Special Committee 
appointed to consider this whole subject has 
recently submitted an interim report to the 
Council for consideration. The member 
ship will be kept advised from time to time 
upon the Association’s activities in this 
field. 
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Construction in Canada 
Opportunities for British Builders 


(pPPORTUNITIES for British builders in 

Canada were referred to by Mr. IAN 
M. Lesuie, Hon. A.R.I.B.A. (Editor of The 
Builder), in an address given to the half- 
yearly meeting of the London Master 
Builders’ Association on July 20, at 47, 
Bedford-square. Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., 
President, was in the chair. 

Canada, said Mr. Leslie, was carrying out 
this year a constructional programme of 
$3,000 millions with a labour force of just 
over 330,000 men, and there was no doubt 
that some of the contractors were overloaded, 
particularly in the West. There was a cop- 
siderable programme of hydro-electric work, 
and great developments in the Albertan oil- 
fields, though much of this was being car- 
ried out with American capital and equip- 
ment. Canada was a land of opportunity 
with a tremendous future; it stood largely 
where the United States stood at the turn of 
the century, with its natural resources 
scarcely tapped. 

Quite the biggest opening for British 
builders in the Dominion was in large-scale 
housing. The house building industry in 
Canada was more loosely organised than in 
Great Britain, and most houses seemed to go 
up in small groups; estate development was 
the exception. Nevertheless in 1949, 93,000 
houses had been erected, and this for a 
population of under 14 millions. There was 
a considerable demand for accommodation 
in the large cities, and it should be possible 
to cut costs and reduce rents if the advant- 
ages of planned housing estates were applied. 
Canadian architects had, so far, not greatly 
interested themselves in house building, but 
the Ontario Institute of Architects recently 
had begun a campaign of propaganda 
designed to demonstrate to builders and 
home-owners the advantages of site planning 
and good elevational design. There might 
also be opportunities in low-cost housing for 
the lowest-paid workers which an amendment 
to the Housing Act of 1944 now permitted 
and which the Federal Government was 
encouraging by offering to pay 75 per cent. 
of the capital cost, the Provincial govern- 
ments contributing the remainder. Little of 
this had so far been undertaken. 

The average time of completion of a house 
in Canada was now seven months, continued 
the speaker. Building costs stood at an 
index of 207 as compared with 100 in 1939. 
Materials prices, with the exception of tim- 
ber, which was three times as costly as pre- 
war, were less than double those ruling in 
1939. Wages were 85 per cent. up, and the 
average hourly rate was now just over $1, at 
current exchange rates 6s. 6d. Building in 
Canada was more of an all-the-year-round 
industry than formerly, but the average 
unemployment figure (9 per cent.) naturally 
tended to increase in winter. 

The speaker referred to the survey which 
had been made by The Builder of the market 
for building materials and equipment, and 
said that one advantage of British builders 
operating in the Dominion was that they 
would naturally tend to specify and use those 
materials to which they were accustomed. 
It should be understood, however, that 
Canada tended to follow U.S. methods and 
standards and that emigrating contractors 
must be prepared to learn and follow 
Canadian constructional ways. There was 
a shortage of good foremen and agents, and 
there were opportunities here for men who 
were prepared to adapt themselves to local 
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THE GARCHEY SYSTEM OF 
REFUSE DISPOSAL 


The Costs Involved 


[NSTALLATION and running costs of the 

Garchey system of domestic refuse 
disposal were quoted by Mr. H. LESLIE 
EGERTON, M.R.San.I., A.M.I.H.V.E., when 
he discussed the working of the system in 
a paper read at the annual summer meeting 
of the Institution of Sanitary Engineers in 
Manchester on July 14. 

In his opening remarks Mr. Egerton 
referred to the importance of sanitary 
engineers, who, he said, contributed as much 
to the nation’s good health as the medical 
services. Without present-day sanitary 
services, modern civilisation would collapse. 

He went on to quote details given by Mr. 
R. A. H. Livett, O.B.E., F.R,I.B.A., City 
Architect of Leeds, in a paper read to the 
R.S.I. in 1948, in which he produced figures 
relating to the cost of installing and running 
the Garchey system in flats built in Leeds 
shortly before the 1939-45 war. Mr. 
Egerton said that according to Mr. Livett 
the cost per dwelling was £25 8s., made up 
as follows :— 

£ s. & 
Complete installation in the 

dwelling, including 24 in. by 

18 in. by 10 in. sink, C.P. tap 

and fittings, refuse containers, 

gravitation and antisiphon pipes 16 0 0 
Collection chamber suction pipes 411 0 


Refuse disposal station (building 


only) Zz 3 0 
Refuse disposal plant 214 0 
25 8 0 
Deduct estimated cost of chute 
system, hopper bins, sink fitting 
and drainage ... a <= 12 'O 6 
Extra cost of Garchey ... c- FE SO 





It must be remembered, said Mr. Egerton, 
that these were 1938 figures, 


Running Costs 1943. 


Interest at 44% on £11 0 0 10 2 
Running costs, repairs, wages, 
insurance, etc. ... oo So. 229720 
wey 2 
Heat generated for laun- 
dry use ... are a 
Estimated cost of main- 
taining chute systems, 
bins and cleansing, etc. 10 0 
Cost of collection per 
dwelling per year in 
Leeds aza 16. 7 
——_ 1 910 
7 4 
i.e., 1.7d. per week per dwelling. 
Mr. Egerton continued: Some may 


regard the allowances made for the value of 
heat generated in the incinerator and 
transferred through the economiser to the 
laundry, together with the cost of maintain- 
ing the chute system of collection, excessive. 
If this is so, I am. prepared to halve my 
estimate and thereby increase the amenity 
cost to 3.4d. per week, and still contend that 
in the interests of public health the money 
is well spent. 

After describing at some length the 
method of installing the Garchey system, 
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Mr. Egerton proceeded to remark on some 
possible developments which might be 
introduced, and said :— 

Several schemes have recently been pre- 
pared for various housing authorities, and 
one for a new satellite town is particularly 
interesting. It consists of nine housing 
zones, one shopping zone, and an industrial 
area. The total number of accommodation 
units are approximately 15,000 in houses 
and blocks of flats representing a population 
of about 50,000 people. The suction mains 
have been located with the contours of the 
site to fall towards the central disposal 
station situated in the industrial area, where 
the waste heat can be readily utilised. 
Gravity pipes are so arranged as to make for 
economy in collection chambers. The 
longest suction line will exceed four miles 
of travel. 

It is estimated that nine collecting vehicles 
can be dispensed with, together with 36 
operators; also it is proposed to fix chutes 
from the road gutters to receive road sweep- 
ings, thus obviating the use of sweepers’ 
carts and collecting vans. If the combined 
system of drainage is eventually installed, 
surface water could be discharged into the 
collection.chambers. 

Regarding present-day costs, I think you 
will realise that costs must vary very consider- 
ably for each individual project, d»pend ng on 
the number of accommodation units involved, 
site density and planning, contours and many 
other factors. It is also obvious that it is 
unfair to compare the Garchey system 
initially with that of the supplying of 
ordinary dustbins. Similar problems arose 
when the first water carriage schemes of 
sewage were introduced, which, of course, 
are now taken for granted. No one would 
think of comparing the costs of these with 
those of earth closets or even chemical 
closets. 

The question of salvage is often raised in 
these days of economic stress. My reply as 
a sanitary engineer is to say that all 
putrefiable matter should still be burned, 
and the rest of this problem is not materially 
altered by the adoption of the Garchey 
system. The housewife can still segregate 
clean paper, bottles, etc., for such time as 
the situation makes this worth while. Even 
now, the salvage of certain materials is no 
longer an economic proposition. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 
Settlement of Dwellings 


Q.—I am the owner of a row of seven 
cottages, two of which were built some time 
after the remainder. I have reason to be- 
lieve that there may be some movement or 
settlement of the two later dwellings as the 
chimneys are leaning slightly, and I have 
noticed some small cracks in the walls. The 
site slopes downhill towards them. 

I should be extremely grateful for your 
advice. 

Owner. 

A.—The only advice that can be given is 
that you should write a similar letter to the 
town clerk or the clerk to the council of the 
area in which the houses are situated. Your 
letter would be passed on to the borough 
surveyor or building inspector for action; 
after inspection a report on the condition of 
the property will be sent to you. The report 
will allay or confirm your fears and you will 
then know whether the services of an archi- 
tect or builder, or both, are required. 

VEG A: 
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MACHINES FOR THE MODERN BUILDER 


A Demonstration at Warwick 


MORE than 14,000 people attended the 
“~"*% “ Machines for the Modern Builder ” 
Demonstration arranged by the Ministry of 
Works* during its six days showing (Juné 
26- July 1) on Warwick Racecourse. The 
demonstration covered an area of 150.000 
sq. ft. and was the largest of its kind to 
be held in this country. Sixty-four exhibi- 
tors showed their machines, many of which 
were being exhibited for the first time. 

Visitors came from the Argentine, 
Australia, India, Pakistan and Canada, as 
well as from all parts of the British Isles. 
Preliminary reports from exhibitors indicate 
an enthusiastic interest in their products and 
a definite promise of increased orders. One 
exhibitor says that he did so much business 
he is considering setting up a Midland office. 

Another manufacturer reports that as a 
result of orders taken he has to recast the 
whole of his delivery dates. 

Among the many machines exhibited were 
numerous mobile hoists, types of prefabrica- 
ted scaffolding and power barrows, including 





* Catalogues containing a full list of exhibitors 
and exhibits are still obtainable free, on applica- 
tion, from the Ministry of Works, Plant Adviser’s 
Section, Lambeth Bridge House, Atbert Embank- 
ment, London, S.E.1. 








Fig. 1. 


the ‘“‘ Mechanical Moke,” which was featured 
in the article on page 884 of the June 30 
issue of The Builder. This is now being made 
by Messrs.. Winget, Ltd., of Rochester. 

Of particular interest was the “ Bean- 
stalk” (Fig. 1) shown by Messrs. William 
Moss and Sons, Ltd. This is a small 
hydraulic scaffold platform for external and 
internal use on repair work, redecorating, 
etc. Its working height is up to 23 ft. When 
retracted it will pass through a 6 ft. 6 in. by 
2 ft. 6 in. doorway. 


Mobile Power Ltd. 


Messrs. (London), 


were showing their ‘“ Tractair” Muledozer 


(Fig. 2). The Muledozer is now fitted with 
a compressor and set of pneumatic tools, 
and the entire outfit can be loaded and 
operated through all stages by one man. It 
is considered to be among the foremost 
multi-purpose machines of this kind on the 
market to-day. 

A novel system of forming ducts in con- 
crete was demonstrated by Messrs. Wiggins 
Sankey, Ltd. An inflated rubber tube of 
special construction (Fig. 3) is laid in the 
wet concrete, and deflated and _ with- 
drawn with the greatest of ease after the 
concrete has set. Messrs. Romac Industries, 





July 28 1950 





Fig. 3. 


Ltd., provided the compressor for inflating 
the tube. For short lengths an ordinary 
motor pump will give the necessary air 
pressure. 

Fencing contractors were showing con- 
siderable interest in the post-hole digger 
and earth borer (Fig. 4) shown by Messrs, 
S. H. Newsome and Co., Ltd. This is an 
inexpensive attachment for use with the 
Ferguson tractor, and bores holes up to 
3 ft. deep, of 9 in. and 12 in. diameter, in 


Fig. 4. 
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Fig. 5. 


a fraction of the time it takes to dig by 
hand. 

Included in the wide range of their 
products exhibited by Messrs. Acrow Engin- 
eers, Ltd., was a steel wheelbarrow (Fig. 5) 
in the design of which especial attention 
has been given to the point of balance. 

Messrs. County Commercial Cars (Sales), 





Fig. 7. 


Ltd, were showing a Fordson Major 
crawler tractor with bulldozer equipment 
by Messrs. W. E. Bray and Co., Ltd. This 
outfit develops 41 drawbar horsepower and 





Fig. 8. 
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is the nearest British equivalent of the 
American Class IV Tractor (Fig. 6). 

Messrs. Haywood Foundries, Ltd., demon- 
strated ways and means of overcoming the 
shortage of new timber. Their portable 
power-operated drum-type floor sanding 
machine (Fig. 7) was shown to give a smooth 
finish to old boards, removing the tops of 
old nails in the process. 

The portable blowlamp (Fig. 8) shown by 
Messrs. Dex Industries, Ltd., requires no 
pumping or priming and lights instantly by 
applying a match. 

Messrs. Portee Engineering Co., Ltd., dis- 
played a portable electric hacksaw (Fig. 9) 
which is light and compact and can be used 
for pipe fitting, scaffolding and the numerous 
other cutting jobs the builder has -to 
perform. 

The “Junior” concrete mixer (Fig. 10) 
manufactured by The Red Circle, Ltd., 
incorporates some novel features in design. 
It has a capacity of 3/2 c.ft. and its mixing 
drum locking is controlled by a special knee 
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action device which enables the operator to 
free the drum by pressing his knee against 
a pad plate on the framework, leaving both 
hands free to control the tipping of the 
drum itself. 

Builders who have had difficulty in acquir- 





Fig. 9. 


ing hand electric belt sanders will be inter- 
ested to know that these are now being 
made in the United Kingdom by Messrs. 
S. N. Bridges and Co., Ltd. Their sanders 
were seen in operation at Warwick and were 
shown in operation with or without the 
dustbag. 

A further defhonstration of ‘“ Machines 
for the Modern Builder” will be a part 
of the Building Week taking place in 
September this year at Leeds. 





Fig. 10. 
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FOREST PRODUCTS 
RESEARCH 
Reports for 1939-1947 


PUBLICATION of the annual reports of 
the Forest Products Research Board 
ceased with the outbreak of war in 1939. 
Pressure of work and shortage of staff at 
the end of hostilities, among other reasons, 
have caused delay in issuing the reports for 
the war years 1939-45 which, as a conse- 
quence, have been combined under a single 
cover with those for 1946 and 1947. These 
have now been published for the D.S.I.R. by 
H.M.S.O. under the title “ Forest Products 
Research, 1939-1947,” price 3s. 6d., by post 
3s. 8d. The reports are each in two parts, 
covering those of the Forest Products Re- 
search Board and of the Director of Forest 
Products Research. 

With the war arose a number of special 
problems, which eventually came to occupy 
the attention of the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory almost to the entire exclusion of 
its normal work. The present report gives 
a brief review of its activities during the 
period of hostilities, followed by a reference 
to proposals for post-war development of the 
Laboratory. 


Supply Problems. 

One of the most serious impacts of the 

war upon the timber-using industries was 
the constriction of supplies of timber. This 
led to the dependence upon home-grown 
materials and such exotics as could be 
obtained, which in turn resulted in difficul- 
ties of seasoning, woodworking, conservation 
and substitution. In the solution of these 
difficulties the Laboratory played a central 
part. 
An early problem was that of making good 
the loss of supplies of charcoal, which was 
largely imported from Germany, and which 
is so essential to the rayon, non-ferrous 
metal and other important industries. This 
was met by the development of a portable 
charcoal kiln and the seconding of an officer 
to the Ministry of Supply to supervise kiln 
erection and the training of operators. 

An example of work on the conservation 
of supplies was the revision of the aircraft 
plywood specification, based on special tests 
carried out at the Laboratogy. These showed 
that the war-time aircraft industry could 
safely use large quantities of material which 
otherwise had to be rejected, and at the time 
when plywood was in desperately short 
supply. 


Substitute Timbers. 

The reports for the years 1946 and 1947 
include descriptions in greater detail of the 
work carried out by the Laboratory during 
this period under the headings of wood struc- 
ture, physics, seasoning, wood bending, tim- 
ber mechanics, composite wood, woodwork- 
ing, wood preservation, mycology, chemistry 
and entomology. 

Owing to the acute shortage of timber, 
and the importance at the present time of the 
search for substitutes for the timbers from 
hard currency sources, a programme of tests 
on some hitherto neglected secondary tim- 
bers growing within the Empire has been 
embarked upon. 

An account is given of the development of 
the work on composite wood products 
(e.g., plywood, improved wood and glues), 
which began in 1935, with a description of 
the new plywood laboratory for experimental 
work on timber, machinery and manufac- 
turing processes. , 
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A VACUUM LIFTER. A 17-ton precast concrete roof being lifted from the ground 

and placed on the walls of a house under construction in Virginia, U.S.A., by means 

of a vacuum lifter, a new device developed by a Philadelphia firm which operates 
entirely by air suction and requires no hooks, bolts, etc. 





PROTECTING KENT’S 
TREES 
Part of Ancient Forest Safeguarded 


HE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has confirmed the Kent 
County Council’s Order for preserving trees 
at Ham-street Woods in the East Ashford 
Rurgl District. This is in some ways the 
most noteworthy stretch of woodland which 
the County Council has yet attempted to 
protect. About 500 acres in the parishes of 
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Order. The woodlands, which have scien- 
tific interest, are of ancient origin, having 
been part of the great forest of Anderida 
which once stretched from the Weald of 
Kent to as far as Hampshire. The proposal 
to preserve Ham-street Woods was supported 
by the District Council, but was the subject 
of a public inquiry in April last, when a 
number of objections were heard. It was 
then explained that the County Council 
wished to preserve the trees not only because 
of their scientific importance but also 
because of their value as an amenity. The 
Order now confirmed will not necessarily 
prevent the cutting of mature trees, but it 
will control felling so that new trees will 
replace older ones as they disappear. The 
woods form a fine example of oak stan- 
dards with hazel and hornbeam coppice. 

Efforts to preserve several other woodland 
areas in Kent have been made during the 
last two years by the County Council in con- 
junction with the (County District Councils 
concerned. Orders protecting the following 
are now in force:— °' 

Valence Estate, Westerham: Eight areas 
of woodlands and one group of mixed trees. 
These are seen from the North Downs and 


also by travellers along the Wrotham 
Heath-Westerham road. Ruxley Wood: 
38 acres at St. Paul’s Cray. This 


wood crowns a hillside and is a prominent 


feature when seen from the London- 
Folkestone road; Mount Mascal Estate, 
North Cray: 15 areas of woodland of 


considerable importance as a local amenity: 
Barham Court Estate, in the picturesque 
Medway Valley, near Teston: Eight areas 
of woodland, in which are oaks, beeches and 
some fine cedars; Boxley Warren Woods, 
Boxley and Detling, near Maidstone: A strip 
of mixed woodlands more than one mile 
long, standing prominently on the North 
Downs escarpment. Some of the trees are 
near the Pilgrims’ Way; Darrick Wood, near 
Farnborough: More than 20 acres of wood- 
land. The soil in this wood appears to be 
favourable for the natural regeneration of 
oak. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Exports to Israel. 


Mr. Z. Rechter, architect, of 8, Engel- 
street, Tel-Aviv, Israel, will be pleased to 
receive catalogues and samples from firms 
in a position to export their products to 
Israel. 


Code for Sewerage Practice. 


A Code for Sewerage Practice, containing 
recommendations and information on sewer- 
age, building drainage and sewage treatment, 
and written by L. B. Escritt, A.M.I.C.E., 
F.[.San.E., has recently been published by 
“The Contractors’ Record and Municipal 
Engineering,” Lennox House, Norfolk- 
street, W.C.2. The price is 7s. 6d. 


Swedish Prefabs for Germany. 


An order for 1,080 prefabs costing 
Kr.18,000,000 (£1,241,000), for delivery 
within three years, has been placed by the 
West-German State Railways with the 
Swedish Timber House Export Association. 
Intended for railway employees and designed 
to meet the usual current German demands 
in connection with housing construction, 540 
of these dwellings will provide 1,080 two- 
room flats, 360 will provide 720 three-room 
flats and 180 will give 360 four-room apart- 
ments. 


Des Voeux Memorial Lectures. 


The summer issue of Smokeless Air, the 
journal of the National Smoke Abatement 
Society, announces that the Society is in- 
augurating an annual “ Des Voeux Memorial 
Lecture ” to commemorate its first president. 
the late Dr. H. A. Des Voeux, who, in 1899, 
helped to found one of its parent bodies. 
These special lectures are said to be in- 
tended to survey smoke prevention “in 
perspective against a background in which 
we find history, science, medicine, culture 
and the arts, and social reform.” 


Liverpool’s Largest Housing Scheme. 


Dr. Ronald Bradbury, Liverpool City 
Architect and Housing Director, has pre- 
sented to the Housing Committee detailed 
proposals in connection with the building of 
the biggest housing scheme yet undertaken 
in the city. . This is the proposed Kirkby 
scheme, the south neighbourhood of which 
will be the first instalment and which covers 
391 acres and will provide for a population 
of 13,000. Together with the north and 
west areas, the total acreage will be 1,204, 
and the population 41,000, giving a density 
of 34.4 persons per acre. In addition to 
Corporation houses, a portion of the land 
Is to be reserved for house building by pri- 
vate developers. 


Building Teachers’ Course. 


The Ministry of Education has recently 
held a building teachers’ course at the Col- 
lege of Aeronautics, Cranfield. The syllabus 
of the course, which took place from July 14 
to July 22, included talks on “ Building Con- 
struction,” by Messrs. C. G. Bath, A.R.I.B.A., 
and C. A. Perry, A.R.I.B.A.; “ Mechanical 
Aids in the Teaching of Building Construc- 
tion,” by Mr. F. E. Olney, H.M.L.; “ Drawing 
Office Techniques,” by Mr. W. A. S. Cor- 
mack, H.M.I.; “The Setting of Building 
Construction Examination Papers,” by Mr. 
R. H. Winder, A.R.ILB.A., and “ Training 
and Examining the Less Able Students,” by 
Mr. T. E. Scott, F.R.L.B.A. Students also 
visited the College laboratories and spent one 
day visiting a brickworks. On the final day, 
Mr. J. B. M. Hay, H.M.L., Staff Inspector for 
Building, summed up the course. 
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Engineers’ Guild Appointments. 

The Engineers’ Guild, 28, Victoria-street, 
Westminster, S.W.1, have appointed Mr. 
Bryan Donkin, B.A. (Cantab.), M.LE.E., as 
chairman of the executive committee, and he 
has relinquished the post of honorary trea- 
surer, his successor being Mr. L. S. Atkin- 
son, M.I.Mech.E., M.LE.E. 


T.D.A. Visit to Synthetic Resin Works. 


On August 24, students from the Cam- 
bridge “Summer School” of the Timber 
Development Association, Limited, are to 
visit the works of Aero Research, Limited, 
at Duxford, Cambridge, where they will see 
some of the processes involved in making, 
using and testing synthetic resin glues, and 
also a small display of finished products for 
which these adhesives are employed. 


Effects of Brick Shortage. 


Shortage of bricks is having the effect of 
holding up progress with some of Birken- 
head Corporation’s housing works. In order 
to overcome the trouble the Housing Com- 
mittee recently authorised the architect of 
the Woodchurch estate scheme, Mr. H. J. 
Rowse, F.R.I.B.A., to go outside the area for 
bricks and to pay more for them if neces- 
sary, but this has not resulted in the short- 
age being solved. The same trouble applies 
in Liverpool, where the City Architect and 
his staff have been scouring the North-West 
for materials. 


Claiming Sickness Benefits. 


Normally claims for sickness benefit must 
be made within three days of the beginning 
of an illness, but where a person has never 
claimed sickness benefit before there will be 
no penalty so long as the claim is made 
within 21 days of the beginning of the illness. 

This is the main effect of the provisional 
regulations made by the Minister of National 
Insurance, Dr. Edith Summerskill, which 
came into force on July 19. The regulations 
also enable delay in making a claim to be 
automatically excused during a period in 
hospital up to a maximum of three months. 
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‘SINCENTIVES NOT 
NATIONALISATION ” 


Mr. Lloyd on Operatives’ Resolutions 


REGRET that the building operatives, de- 
spite the warnings given to them by the 
Government in various White Papers, and 
despite the Working Party Report—which 
had been signed by their leaders—were pass- 
ing resolutions for higher wages not related 
to output was expressed by. Mr. RoBERT 
O. LLoypb, O.B.E., president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
at the half-yearly meeting of the North- 
Western Federation at Bolton on July 26. 

The wages resolutions, he said, if given 
effect to, would not only increase the cost of 
building, but also would lead to inflation 
and consequently reduce the present stan- 
dard of living. He was very glad to see 
that the President of the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion made it plain to the less responsible 
elements, at his Union’s recent conference, 
that both building costs and rents would go 
up if wages rose. 

“I am convinced,” said Mr. Lloyd, “ that 
the only way to increase output and reduce 
costs is by the further extension of the work- 
ing of payments-by-results schemes under 
which wages are linked with output. My 
Federation initiated these schemes over two 
years ago and, despite the building workers’ 
conference resolution, I still hope that the 
joint review, which both sides of industry 
are now conducting, will ensure not only 
the continuance of the schemes but also 
their wider use. 

“It has been suggested by those sponsor- 
ing the operatives’ fantastic nationalisation 
scheme that state ownership would mean the 
building of more houses. This is ridicu- 
lous. The Government has fixed the house- 
building programme at 200,000 houses 
annually for 1950, 1951 and 1952—less than 
the number built in 1948. Nationalisation, 
far from adding one more house to the 
community’s stock, would create chaos. It 
is no wonder that the Working Party—com- 
posed, incidentally, of an equal number of 
employers and operatives plus independent 
members—far from advocating state owner- 
ship, approved the existing lay-out of build- 
ing firms.” 


BUILDING INCENTIVES 


Ir WAS REPORTED in the daily Press on 
Monday last that Mr. R. R. Stokes, M.P., 
Minister of Works, speaking in Plymouth 
the night before, said that he hoped to issue 
a definite statement for an incentive scheme 
in the building industry before the end of 
the week. 

On inquiry, a representative of The 
Builder was informed by an official of the 
Ministry of Works that the Minister was re- 
ferring to the fact that he hoped shortly to 
receive a statement on incentives from the 
industry’s leaders. 


Tin Research. 


The outstanding events of the Tin 
Research Institute’s year have been the 
commencement of the extensions which will 
ultimately double the head office and 
laboratories building at Greenford; the 
opening of technical service offices in the 
United States, Belgium and Holland; and 
the retirement of Mr. Lowinger, who has 
been Chairman of the Council for 12 years 
and a member for 17 years. So states the 
annual report, which adds that Mr. G. F. A. 
Burgess has been elected Chairman. 
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A general view of the entry side of the new kilns of Messrs. J. Gliksten and Son, Ltd. 


TRADE NEWS 
The Late Mr. F. E. Trigg, J.P. 


The death occurred on July 18 of Mr. F. E. 
Trigg, J.P., of 7, Mardale-avenue, Flixton, 
Manchester, former joint managing director 
of Asphaltic Roadways, Ltd., Manchester. 


Industrial Finishes Exhibition. 


A representative selection of their pro- 
ducts will, we are informed, be shown by 
Messrs. Keith Blackman, Ltd., mechanical 
and electrical engineers, Mill Mead-road, 
Tottenham, N.17, on stand No. 5 at the 
Industrial Finishes Exhibition, which is to be 
held at Earls Court, London, from August 
30 to September 7. 


Boiler for Outdoor Catering. 


James Stott and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., 
have recently introduced the “ Stott’ Wood 
Chip Boiler which they have specially de- 
veloped to produce boiling water for outdoor 
catering at garden parties, sports meetings, 
constructional sites, etc. Wood chips is the 
fuel used and it is claimed that it will boil 
eight gallons of water in 15-20 minutes. 


Firm’s New Joinery Manager. 

Following the retirement of Mr. W. J. 
White, Walter Lilly and Co., Ltd., inform us 
that Mr. W. L. Damant has taken over the 
position of their Joinery Manager and that 
his office is at 6, South Side, Streatham Com- 


mon, London, S.W.16. To mark Mr. 
Damant’s retirement his colleagues and 


directors of the company made a presenta- 
tion to him. 


New Weathering Equipment. 


The “Marr” Accelerated Weathering 
Equipment is a new apparatus which has 
been developed by J. B. Marr and Co., Ltd., 
Becon Lodge, Strawberry Vale, Twickenham, 
in which a Variety of conditions can be pro- 
duced, It is claimed to be of particular in- 
terest to manufacturers whose products are 
subject to outdoor exposure, especially those 
concerned with the question of corrosion, and 
various methods of preventing it either by 
the composition or coating of the article 
concerned are suggested. 


New Timber Drying Kilns. 


Messrs. J. Gliksten and Son, Ltd., Carpen- 
ters-road, Stratford, E.15, have recently 
put into operation a battery of new timber 
drying kilns, with a total capacity of 16,000 
eu. it. These kilns, designed by G. F. 
Wells, Limited, of Sheffield, contain a num- 
ber of features new to kiln design in this 
country. Five 60-in. variable-speed fans, 
for instance, running in a cross-wise direc- 
tion, allow the air circulation to be con- 
trolled through a range of 2 to 6 ft. per 
second across the stack. Temperature and 
humidity control is automatic and sight- 
holes are incorporated at each end of the 
kilns for visual reading of hygrometers. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Fifeshire.—The contract for the 18 houses for the 
staff at Glenrothes to cost £33,000 has been secured 
by The Alliance Contractors (Scotland), Ltd., 7, 
Ward-rd., Dundee. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for addi- 
tional factory buildings for H. B. Livingstone & Co., 
Ltd.. to be erected at Duke-st., and for which the 
architects are Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell (F. & 
A.), 180, High-st., Glasgow, W.( 

Glasg ow.—Plans are to’ be a pared for new 
building gs, workshops and sub-station at Waterloo- 
st., for which the architects are the engine ers of 
the South-West of Scotland Electricity Board Staff, 
73, Waterloo-st., Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans are in 
hand for post office for The Gorbals which is to 
be constructed at 55, to 71, Crown-st., and for 
which plans are in course of prepar, ation by the 
Ministry of Works Architects, 122, George-st., West 
End, Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the 
Scottish Division of the N.C.B., 36, Robertson-st., 
for pithead baths, workshops, office buildings at 
Road Cadden, for which the architects and quantity 
ag ee: are James Davidson & Son, 6, Academy- 

Coatbridge. 

"Lameeanne, —Plans are in the hands of Henry 
Boot & Sons (Scotland), Ltd., Garrowhil! Works, 
Baillieston, for the construction of new halls at 
Kempsthorn- and Leithlands-rd., Glasgow, for the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared for new workshops, 
and stores department, which are to be located at 
East Carmorris, Falkirk area, by J. MacAdam & 
Son, Ltd., Building and Engineering Contractors, 
Woodside, Aberdeen. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not incl luded 
in this list see i issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t+) denotes closing 
date for applications: the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


JULY 31. 
+*Bexhill T.C.—16 bungalows, Preston-rd., Sidley. 
A. FE. Geldard. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
Ang. 14. 
+*Bexhill T.C.- Linfield-rd. site. A. E. 
Geldard. B.E. & Tenders by 
Aug. 14. 


-12 houses, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 1. 

*+Birmingham T.C.—26 houses and maisonettes 
at Sedgeh'll-ave.. Hillfields estate: 24 houses an 
maisonettes at Ferncliffe- rd. and Sedgehil'-ave., 
Hillfields estate. City & S., Civic Centre. 
Den. £2 2s. each contract. 


*tNorthampton C.B.—Frection of Far Cotton 
Infants’ School. H. A. Skerrett. Chief Fd. Officer, 
Boro’ Fd. Office, ‘Springfield,’ Cliftonville, 
Northampton. 

AUGUST 2. 


$2 honses at various sites. R. 
County-bldgs., Duns. 
Erection of Fast Grinstead 
J Catehnole (A.), County 


+Borwickshire C.C. 
Martin County C. 

+*East Sussex €.C. 
County Primary School. 


A.. Connty Ha‘l, Tewes. Tenders by Sept. 5 
+*Eacst Sussex C.C.—Frection of phase Il of 
TVekfield Connty Secondary School. Connty A. 


Conntv Hall Tewes Tendere hv Sent. 5. ; 

*tPeterborough Joint Education Board.—Trection 
of science room at Orehard-st. County School. F. J. 
Smith, M.B.F.. A.M.LC.E., Architect & S.. Town 


Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 3. 

*tStevenage Dev-lopment Corn.—%00 houses. shops 
and flats at Monks Wood. Chief Admin‘strative 
Officer. Aston House. Aston, near Stevenage. 

AUSUST 4. 

*+Coventrv T.C.—20 honses and 4 bungalows at 

Rlackherry-Ia. D. E. EF. Gibson, City A. & Planning 


Officer 1a Warwick-row. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tGoventry§ T.C.—90 houses at Ontermarch-rd. 
D. FE. FE. Gthson. Citv A. & Planning Officer, 14, 


Warwick-row. Den. £2 2s. mac 
*Dublin.— Foundations. underbnitding and = intl 
dental works for Dnblin Regional Sanatorium, 
Rlanchardstown. P. O. Cinneide, Secretary, Dept. 
of Health, Custom Honse. Dep. £10 10s 

*+Surrev ©.C.—(1) Kitchen and dining-room at 
Welheck-rd. School: (2) kitehen and din'ng-room 
at Winchcombe-rd. School. County A. Dep. £2 28. 
each. 

*+Surrey C.C.—Frection of 
various sites. Conntv A., Connty 
Dep. £2 2s. for one site or £5 5s. for 

AUGUST 5. : . 

*+tDurham C.C.—Frection of Newton Aycliffe New 
County Primary Schoo! and Durham Secondary 
Grammar Technical School. County A., Court-la. 


police honses at 
Hall, Kingston. 
two or more. 
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*+Durham C.C.—Erection of M.O.W. hutting at 
various schools. County A., Court-la. 

+Osgoldcross R.D.C.—38 houses at Byram Park, 

rotherton. C., Tanshelf House, 15, Front-st., 
Pontefract. Dep. £5 5s. 

Poole.—24 houses at Stanley Green-rd. P. D. A. 
Oliver. divisional secretary, Southern Division, 
B.E.A., British “Wiha House, High-st., Ports- 
mouth. Dep. £2 2 

+tRotherham T.c.-2 police and 4 fire brigade 
houses at junction of Doncaster-rd. and a 


View. B.E.. Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 
AUGUST 7. 
Battle R.D.C.—10 houses at Brede-la., Sedes- 
combe A. N. Neave, 38, Mount-st., Battle. Dep. 


“¢Piymouth T.C.—Reinstatement of Palace Court 


School to form School of Architecture. Louis de 
Soissons. A.R.A., & Partners, 11, The Crescent, 
Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by Sept. 4. 


AUGUST 8, 

Cookham R.D.C.—12 houses at Choseley estate, 
Know! Hill. J. H. Beevis, Architect & S., Council 
Offices ‘‘ Oaklands,” 1, Bath-rd., Maidenhead. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

“Dewsbury C.B.—Erection of Castle Hall Aged 
Persons’ hostel. Boro’ A. & Buildings S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2. 

*tipswich C.B.—4 bungalows at Cobham-rd. B.S., 
19, Tower-st. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Sept. 9. 

Saddieworth U.D.C.—22 houses at Carr-la. and 20 
at Sugar-la. Howard & Benson, architects, 88, 
Mosley-st., Manchester. 


Swaffham U.D.C.—10 bungalows at Spinners-ia. 


estate. S., Council Offices, Shirehall. Dep. £2 2s. 

+Thedwastre R.D.C.—2 pairs of houses at 
Hinderclay and 3 pairs at Rattlesden. Hunt & 
Coates, 84, Guildhall-st., Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. 


£3 3s. 

*tWorcs C.C.—Junior section of County Primary 
School. Birchen Coppice, Kidderminster. F. W. B. 
Yorke & H. M. Barker (F. & L.), %. gpa rd., 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 9. 

Aberayron R.D.C.—6 houses at Pennant and 6 
at Lianon,. with roads, sewers, etc. S. G. D. Evans, 
C., 1, North-rd. Dep. £3. 

Vaynor and Penderyn R.D.C.—34 houses at Hir- 
waun (No, 3) site. C., Council  Otiage. 25, Victoria- 
st., Merthyr Tydfil. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 10. 

*Lincoln (Parts of Lindsey) C.C.—Technical col- 
lege buiidings at Kingsway, Scunthorpe. A. Ronald 
Qlark (A.), County A., County Offices, Lincoln. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by "Sept. 6. 

*tNewcastle-under-Lyme B.C.—Reinforced  con- 
erete foundations, drainage and —"s for 
Hempstalls Farm County Primary Schools. B.E. & 


§., Lancaster-bldgs., High-st. Dep. £3 3s. ” Tenders 
by Aug. 21. 

AUGUST 1 ; 
*+Bath 7.C.—42 houses at _ on City E., 
Guildhal!. ; 
Blaenffos (Pembs.).—Memorial hall. D. M. Morris, 
—. Tower Hill, Baenffos, Bomath,. Dep. 


£1 

+*Goventry T.C.—12 flats, Holyhead-rd. D. E. E. 
Gibson, City A. & Planning Officer, 1a, Warwick- 
row. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Southampton C.B.—Adaptations and additions 
to Peartree House, Peartree-ave. Boro’ A. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by September 1. 

*tSouthampton ©.B.—Adaptations and additions 
at The Elms, Peartree-ave. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by September 2 

“Southampton C.B.—Offices and lavatories at St. 
Mark’s C. of E. (Controlled) Primary School, 
Burton-rd. Boro’ A., Civic Centre. Dep. £1. 


AUGUST 12. 
Blackpool T.C.—Erection of special school at 
Bispham-rd., Carleton. B.S. Dep. £2. 


AUGUST 14. 

*Bootle C.B.—18 dwellings, scheme 15 (b) (1); 
18 dwellings, scheme 15 (b) (2) ; 10 dwellings, scheme 
16 (b) (3): 16 dwe:lings, scheme 15 (f) at Captain’s- 
la. site, B.S.. Town. Hail. Dep. £2 2s. each scheme. 

Newquay U.D.C.—8 bungalows at Mayfield estate. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Beach-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Nuneaton T.C.—4 pairs of bungalows for the 
go P. Marston estate. B.8., Council House. 

2 2 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—4 houses at Gosford and 
Water ve. F. E. Openshaw (A.), cain’ F com 
Architects. 65. St. Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. 

Southport C.B. —Reinforced _ concrete a 
station and public shelter. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 15. ; 
*Sunderland C.B.—Repairs and alterations at 


Well Fire Station. Boro’ A., Grange House, 
Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 16. 
“Burnley C.B, — Extension works, ‘“ Healey 


Grange,” Rosehill-rd. Hitchon, Pickup & Halsted, 


architects, 46, Manchester-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
Wimbledon be Care a we and repair at 
6, Hartfield-rd. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 19. 
“Shepton Mallet U.D.C.—6 houses at Stevens-cl., 
Ridgeway. G. F. Hawkins, §., Market-pl. Dep. 


Leek R. D. c.— tt gz t a m. 2 3 R 
4 cottages a a ussell-st. 
Dep. £1 1 
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** THE BUILDER” PRICES 


ZINC PREMIUMS 


The Ministry of Supply have announced that 
from July 18 the premiums for refined and 
electrolytic zinc and zinc of not less than 
99.99 per cent. purity have been increased as 
follows: 

Refined and electrolytic zinc, £4 10s. (old 

premium 15s.). 

Not less than 99.99 per cent, purity, £10 10s. 

(old premium £2 Ss.). 

The price of g.o.b. prime western and 

debased is unchanged. 

The prices of zinc metal sold by the Ministry 
per long ton delivered buyer’s premises are, 
therefore: 

G.O.B. prime western and debased, £127 10s. 
Refined and electrolytic, £132 Os. 
Not less than 99.99 per cent. purity, £138 Os. 


BRASS TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association 
have announced that in consequence of the 
increases in the prices of refined and electro- 
lytic zinc which came into operation on July 18, 
the basis price of brass tubes has been increased 
by 4d. per Ib. to 193d. per lb. The list prices 
of brass and aluminium brass ferrules have 
also been increased by 4d. per Ib. 











AUGUST 24, 
*Barnes T.C.—12 old people’s flats 
B.E. & S.., Municipal Offices, S.W.1 
*tReading C.B.—Construction ot “Emmer Green 
Primary School. Eric G. V. Hives (L.), 3, Cork-st., 


Reading. 
: AUGUST 25. 

*Widnes T.C.—118 dwellings at Crow Wood estate. 
T. A. Brittain (F.), Boro’ A., Brendan House, 
Widnes-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 26. 

*Hitchin U.D.C.—Slipper baths adjoining 

— pool buildings, Fishponds-rd. §S. Dep. 
S 


at Lyric-rd. 


North Kesteven R.D.C.—18 houses and 2 bunga- 
lows at ay ogy J. Chadwick, 31, Clasket- 
gate, Lincoln. Dep. £ 
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AUGUST 3 
*Hitchin U.D.C. Ba oe Mong 
Town Hall. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Weston-super-Mare T.C.—17 aged persons’ bunga- 
lows at ee oe estate. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s 


and extensions to 


SEPTEMBER 1. 
*Market Harborough R.D.C.—16 pairs of houses 
in five i shes. C., Council Offices, High-st. 


Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 4. 
*Wimbledon T.C.—1 pair of houses at Worpte-rd. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 9. 
*Oswestry 1T.C.—30 houses at 
B.S., Guildhall. Dep. £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 
*Bournemouth C.B.—Secondary school at West 
Howe. Boro’ A., Room 98, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 
Launceston R.D.C.—4 houses at Five Lanes, 
Altarnum. E. & S., 20, Western-rd. 


NO DATE. 


Shrewsbury-rd. 


*Preston C.B.—Erection of Grange County 
Primary School, Grange-ave., Grange estate. B.B 
& §., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
AUGUST 4 


*tBristo! T.C.—Heating, etc. at Oldbury Court 
Primary School. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 5. 
*tDurham_ C.C.—Heating installation at Stanley 


Secondary Grammar School. County A., Court-la. 
AUGUST 12. 
West Riding €.C.—County E. & S. (Materials). 
AUGUST 18. 
*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Painting and_ repairs, 
Westcliff police station. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 


NO DATE. 
*Preston C.B.—Electrical installation at one 
County Primary School. B.E. & S. Dep. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 4. 


tSouthampton C.B.—Roads and sewers at Hare- 
field Development, section 4. B.E. & S. 


AUGUST 5. 
tCoalville U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Greenhill 
estate. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 8 


Newport C.B.—Outfall sewer at Malpas Court 
North. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
port @.5:—Constrnciion of trunk sewer at 
St. Julian’s — site, north. B.E. & S8., Civic 
Centre. Dep. £2 2s 


Aucust 10. 
Gosport T.€.—Roads and sewers at 
housing site. B.E. Dep. £2 2s 


AUGUST 11. 
Bath T.C.—Construction of roads, kerbs, ete., at 
Dowding estate, Lambridge. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 12. , 

Calne and Chippenham R.D.C.—Laying approx. 

17 miles of water mains, etc. E., Bew:ey House, 
Marshfield-rd., Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 14. 

Bolton C.B.—Roads and sewers at Top o’ th’ Brow 
(Padbury-way) estate. B.E. 

Runcorn R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Ackers-la. 
and Mill-la.. Stockton Heath. Wright & Hamlyn, 
20, Winmarleigh- st., Warrington. Dep. £2 2s. 

Skegness U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at St. 
Clement’s estate and Church-rd. E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 15. 


tTaf Fechan Water Supply Board.—Construction 
of filtration plant extensions. B:nnie, Deacon 


Rowner 


song 2 Artillery House, Artillery- row, §S.W.1. 
ep. 
AUGUST 18. 

Tamworth R.D.C.—Construction of Middleton 
sewerage and sewage disposal. E. & S., 92, Lich- 
field-st, Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 19. 

Colwyn Bay T.C.—Roads and sewers at Albert-rd. 
B.E. & S. 

AUGUST 21. 


Hailsham R.D.C.—Road footways and sewers at 
Westham. E. & S., Cortland: Dep. £2 2s. . 


AUGUST 22. 
Brighouse T.C.—Reconstruction of Bradford and 
Huddersfield County-rd. from Armitage-ave. to 
borough boundary. B.E. Dep. £1 


AUGUST 28. 
Sunderland C.B.—Roads and sewers at Pennywell. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Weir Wood Water Board.—Concrete service reser- 
voir at Turners Hill, nr. East Grinstead. Herbert 
Lapworth & Partners, 25, Victoria-st., S.W.1. 


Dep. £10. 
SEPTEMBER 4. : 
Derby C.B.—Construction of approx. 4 miles at 
Mackworth estate. B.E. & S. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chelsea.— REDEVELOPMENT.—Housing comm. have 
approved plans prepared by the Boro’ E. & S. for 
the redevelopment of the Lucan-pl. site, com- 
prising (a) a block of 15 flats and 6 shops on the 
Fulham-rd. frontage; (b) a 2-storey building pro- 
viding 5 garages, a drying room and 3 artists’ 
studios towards the northern end of the Lucan-pl. 
frontage; (c) the main block containing 30 flats; 
and (d) 3 houses on the Ixworth-pl. frontage. The 
total est. cost is £98,600. 

Hammersmith.—Bus Garace.—Adie, Button and 
Partners, FF.R.I.B.A., 29, Weymouth-st., Portland 
pl.. W.1, are seine for an omnibus garage 
building for the L.T.E. on a site between Wells-rd 
and Sulgrave-rd. 

Lewisham.—Hovses.—Housing (Building) 
have approved plans prepared by borough archi- 
tect for the development of the Vestris-rd. site by 
the erection of a terrace of 5 houses on the Vestris- 
rd. frontage and a terrace of 3 houses on the 
Farren-rd. frontage. 

Lewisham.—Worksnor.—L.C.C. have granted an 
application made by G. T. Harman, F.R.I.B.A., 
90a, Lewisham High-st., S.E.13, to rebuild garage 
and erect workshop at ‘site Nos. 335 -337, Bromley- 
rd. 

Lewisham.—TrANsFoRMER CHAMBER.—London Elec- 
tricity Board propose to erect transformer chamber 
at South depot, Bromley-rd. 


Lewisham. — Worksuop. — A 


comm. 


proposal by T. P. 





Bennett & Son, F. & A.R.LB.A., 43, Bloomsbury- 
sq., W.C.1, to erect a single- storey workshop in 
stockyard of Messrs, S. W. rmer & Son, Mercy- 
ferr., has been granted by L.C.C. 
Lewisham.—ExtTeEnsion To Scuoou.—lL.c.c. ve 
granted application by Purvis & Purvis, A.R.I.B.A., 
417, New Cross-rd., S.E.14, to erect a single- storey 
structure at Prendergast school, Rushey Green. 


Lewisham.—Fats.—Application submitted by 
Hadfield & Jenkins, architects and surveyors, 28, 
Moaument-st., E.C.4, to erect block of 11 flats and 
lock-up garages on site of 67, Brockley View. 

Lewisham. — ExTeNs ann TO Factory. — Tomei & 
Maxwell, A.R.I.B.A., 24, Dean-st., W.1, have applied 
to erect extension to existing factory of Butler 
Jones, Ltd., in Kangley Bridge- rd. 


Paddington. — FLats AND Marsonettes. — L.C.C. 


have given their gag to plans prepared by 
B.C.’s architects’ dept. for 32 flats and 8 maisonettes 


on the Church-st. housing scheme. 


Shoreditch. — Fiats. — Housing comm. have 
approved plans prepared by council’s architects’ 
dept. for the first two blocks of flats to be erected 


on the St. Mary’s 
42 flats respectively. 

Walthamstow.—Snops, MaisoNETTES AND GARAGES. 
—Reconstruction and housing comm. have adopted 
scheme submitted = borough architect for the erec- 
tion of 5 lock-up shops with 2-storey maisonettes 
over and 8 lock-up garages on the Billet-rd. /Folley- 
la. estate. 

Walthamstow.—ALTERATIONS TO Factory.—Philip 
G. “ae L.R.I.B.A., Cireus-chbrs., 3, Cherry-down- 
ave., has applied to make internal] alterations 
to a and canteen in the factory of the London 
Spring and Fibre Co., Ltd., Forest-rd 

Wandsworth. — Fiats. — Housing comm. have 
approved plans by borough architect for thé erec- 
tion of 6 flats in two 2-storey blocks on 2 sites off 
Bedgebury-gdns. in the Wimbledon Park-rd. scheme. 


area, comprising 37 flats and 


(PROVINCIAL) 
M.O.H. approval for 


Accrington.—B.C. received 
Plans by J. Buick, S. 


crematorium at Ardenhall. 
Plans submitted to B.¢ Alterations and exten- 
sions at Black Bull Inn, Lowergate-rd., Huncoat, 
for Daniel Thwaites & Co.. Ltd.; 5-bay ‘ambulance 
station at Broad Oak-rd., for Lanes C.C.; 55 pairs 
of hous ses at Lower Brown Birks, for T. Newhouse; 
83 pairs of houses at Lower Brown Birks. Hun- 
coat, for T. Marshall; 6 houses at Lindadale-ave. 
and a new college for further education at Broad 
Oak, Sandy-la., for’ Lanes C.C. G. Noel Hill, 
County: A., County Offices, Preston. 
Amblecote.—U.D.C. approved demolishing of 
“Royal Oak Inn,” High-st., and rebuilding by 


modern licensed premises, for Wolverhampton & 
Dudley Breweries Co., Ltd. 

Blackburn.—Managers of St. Stephen’s Schools 
propose junior school. Architects, Thorpe & 


Wyman, Oldham. 


Blackburn.—T.C. propose 22 aged persons’ 


bungalows. W. Pickstone, B.E. 
Blackburn.—E.C. approved erection of Lammack 
County Infants’ Schoel in 1950 programme, and 


Witton Park County Secondary School for 1951 pro- 
gramme. Approved site at Burnley- rd., for Intack 
County Infant and Nursery Schools. 
Blackpool.—B.C. approved telephone exchange at 
Marton Area, Preston Old-rd., for M.O.W. 
Bolton.—B.C. approved : Reconstruction of works, 
off Chatham-st., for J. Dickson & Sons; 10 houses at 
Farnborough-rd., for F. H. Douglas: 2 blocks of 
18 flats, 5 blocks of 4 flats, and 12 houses off Haw- 
thorne-rd., for B.C.; reconstruction of 2 storeys of 
store at 32-36, Deansgate, for Littlewoods M.O.S,, 


THE BUILDER 


alterations at Moor-la. for 
Harry Mason & Sons, Ltd,; extensions to engineer- 
ing workshop at Tildesley-st., for T. Alberts & Son; 
extensions at Central-st., for Bolton Hide, Skin & 
Fat Co., Ltd.; B'C. received additional allocation of 
200 houses. 

Burton-on-Trent.—B.C. propose health centre ad- 
joining Ferry-st. and Greenwood-rd. 


Burton-on-Trent.—B.C. propose 54 Wimpey “‘ No 


Ltd.; extensions and 





Fines ” houses at Manners housing site. 
Bury.—E.C. propose Technical Schoo] for Boys, 
Opens new Fold, Warth 
Cheshire.—C.C. to negotiate for sit at Field- 


mere Port, 


banks-rd., Macclesfield, 
County 


Audlem and El 
for erection of fire stations. F. 


M. Parkes, 


Chester and District Hospital Management Com- 
mittee propose hospital at £1,000,000. 
Chester.—R.D.C. plans for a new 
generating station at Electricity 
Authority. 
Coventry.— Owen 
paring final plans for new store at 
tect, Rolf Hellberg, Coventry.—T.C. seek loan 
sanction £219,850 for new shopping precinct at 
Smithford-st. site.—E.C. approved inclusion of first 
instalment of Manor Farm and Broad-la. Primary 


approved ; 
Elton for British 


Ltd., pre- 
£500,000. Archi- 


and Owen (Coventry), 


Schools in 195I programme. 
Darlington.—Hutton and Hutton; 24, Southend- 
ave., Darlington, —— plans for 9 houses at 


Heighington, for R.D. 

Darlington.—M.H. ie informed T.C. ‘that it 
was se to approve in principle plans for an 
old people’s hostel at Firth Moor estate at £25,000. 
Plans approved for erection of six old_people’s 
houses at Hardwick-cl., and 24 houses at Haughton 
South site for T.C. 

Dukinfield.—U.D.C. propose further 36 houses at 
Yew Tree-la._ site. Architects, Cruickshank & 
Seward, 16, Princess-st., Manchester. 

Durham.—Miners’ canteen to be built at Brandon 
Pit House. Plans by Architects’ Dept., Miners’ 
Welfare Dept., Saville-row, Newcastle. 

Eston.—Smith’s Dock Co., Ltd., 
South Bank-on-Tees, plan erection of 
Skippers-la., Normanby. 

Failsworth.—U.D.C. approved 
school at Holt-la. for Lancs E.C. Plans by 
Hill, County A., County Offices, Preston. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—_M.H. approved the U.D.C.’s 
plan to erect 36 houses at Ellen Wilkinson estate 
at £44,030: Stoneygate Flooring Co., Ltd., to extend 
factory at Abbotsford-rd. 


shipbuilders, 

hostel at 
plans a sige ndd 
. Noel 
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is to erect two county primary 
Clarke, Chapman & Co,, 

td., engineers, Victoria Works, to carry out de 
velopment scheme including laboratory and boiler. 
house, etc., at St. James-rd.; amended layout plang 
prepared by Chief A., H. J. Cook, for erection of 
32 houses at Lobley Hill and 25 dwellings at Coach. 
rd.; revised plans for 18 houses at Ventnor-gdns,, 
for J. Rank, Ltd., have been approved (archit ects, 
Gelder & Kiiclren. Alfred Gelder-st., Hull); Chief A. 
to T.C. submitted layout plan for 212 houses and 
24 flats at Leam Head site, and 34 flats in East-st.; 
T.C. to erect 48 flats and 12 houses south of Spring. 
well-rd., on Wrekenton estate, and a price for their 
erection is being negotiated with J. Clark & Son 
(New Seaham), Ltd., Seaham, Co. Durham.; M.H, 
approved T.C.’s plans for aged persons’ hostel at 
Beacon Lough estate at £14,840. 

Gateshead.—T.C. negotiating price with J. Clark 
& Son, Ltd., builders, Gregson-terr., Seaham, for 
erection of 48 flats and 12 houses at Wrekenton 
housing estate. 

Halesowen.—T.C. 
flats at Kent-rd., 

Hereford.—T.C. 
factory at Cana] Wharf, 


Gateshead.—.C. 
schools at Southend-rd 


seek M.O.H. approval for 4 
Lapal. 
approved plans for alterations to 
for George & Tudor, Ltd. 
Hindley.—-U.D.C. approved plans for demolition 
and replacement of existing premises at Kirk. 
patrick Mill, Atherton-rd., for Dunlop Cotton Mills, 
Ltd. 
Jarrow. 
Morgansite 
Architects, 
castle. 
Lichfield.—T.C. 
Wheel-la. estate. 
Liverpool.—T.C. to 
bus garage. 


Extensions to be _made_to_ factory of 
Resisters, Ltd., Bede Trading Estate, 
Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
shops at 


propose erection of 


acquire site at Speke for 


Manchester.—E.C. propose school canteen at 
Ferry-st. Ardwick. Received M.O.E. approval for 
primary school at Woodhouse-la., Wythenshawe; 


approved erection of a R.C. sc hool at Beverley-st., 
Blackley: T.C. propose further 14 houses and 8 
cottage flats at Woodhouse-la., Woodhouse Park, 
and Moss Nook neighbourhoods. 

Middlesbrough.—E.C. approved revised scheme for 
school at Acklam at £412,480. 

Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald and Archi 
bald, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, prepared plans for 

8 houses at Glaisdale-rd., for N. Thompson, Ltd., 
Bal Iders, and 8 houses at Heythrop-dr. for E, 7 
Sweeting & Son, Ltd., builders. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council Se seams site 
at Wingrove-rd. for erection of fire s tation. Another 
fire station planned at Roman-ave. G. Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth Market, Newcastle, is City 

Newcas‘le-on-Tyne.—J. Rowell & Son, engineers, 
Boyd-st.. Neweastle, to extend factory; M. A 
Mackenzie, 1, Eldon-sq., Newcastle, 
for additions to garage for Irvine’s Motors, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Extensions to be made te 
works of. Northern Coachbuilders, Ltd., Benfield- 
rd. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council received  sane- 
tion to borrow £117,240 for erection of Hilton County 
Primary school, 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
offices at Holditch Colliery 

North Riding.—County F.C. 
to M. of E. for county primary school at 

Northumberland. Cty. E.C. to proceed with erec- 
tion of primary school at Earsdon. W. W. Tasker, 
County A., County Hall, Newcastle. 

Ormskirk.—Trustees Savings Bank propose new 
branch premises at Maghull. 






ar chitect 
Ltd. 


-B.C. sogesr plans for 
for N.C.B. 

forwarded proposals 
Eston. 


Radcliffe.—B.C. propose neighbourhood unit. at 
Countess-la. area. 
Rochdale.—Managers of Rossall School propose 


improvements to schoo] hospital; additions to play: 


ing fields, and repair and restoration of certain 
buildings, at £20,000. 
Rowley Regis. —7T.C. recommend approval of 


for 122 houses at Brickhouse Farm 
estate by Wates, Ltd., London. 
St. Helens, Lancs.—To spend 
velopments at Bold Colliery. 
Salop.—E.C. received approval of £25.45 0 for new 
buildings at Shropshire Farm Institute, Walford. 
Scarborough.—T.C. is to build 8 houses and flats 
at Longwestgate, 4 houses and shops at Eastfield 


draft lay out 


£4,500,000 on de 


and 24 houses and flats at Manham Hill, Eastfield. 
Scarborough.—Alderson & Allen, St. Nicholas-st. 
Scarborough, are architects for church hall at 


for Vicar of St. Mary’s Church. 
new civic centre with 
Plans by Borough 


Auborough-st. 
Scunthorpe.—B.C. propose 
public library, and concert hall 
~ $methwick.—B.< 
Rabone- li 1. for Soho 
Birmingham; warehouse at tori 
Wiggin & Co., Ltd., Wigan-st., Birmingham. 
South Shields.—T. A. Page. Son & Hill, 75, King: 
st., are architects for a block of shops and houses 
at Wenlock-rd. 
Stockport.—B.C. 
centre at Redditch-rd., 
Forces; research and 
Woodlands,” Woodlands-dr., 


.. approved: Rebuilding works at 
Tinning Co., Ltd., Alma-st., 
Victoria-st., for 


approved: Territoria] training 
for Cheshire Territ orial Aux, 
laboratory centre at “ The 
for BEA. ; single-storey 
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extension at John-st. for J. H. Robinson, Ltd.; 
rebuilding premises at Cooper-st. for Cooper 
Whitefield; 2-storey warehouse at Bridgefield-st. 
for Ellis Sykes & Co., Ltd.; textile roller covering 
factory at Sheffield-st. for E. Scowcroft.—E.C. seek 
joans £42,500 for Gt. Moor Infants’ school, and 
£19,500 for Reddish Vale Nursery School; M.O.W. 
propose 3- or 4-storey office block off John-st. 

Stockton-on-Tees. —Sketch plans being prepared 
by Boro’ A., 28, The Square, for erection of county 
primary school at Durham-rd, area for E.C. 

Tynemouth.—B.E., Howard-st., North Shields, 
prepared plans for erection of two blocks of flats 
and two houses at Redburn-view, Percy Main and 
Wooler-ave., West Chirton. 

Wakefield.—B.C. approved: Extensions to _fac- 
tory at Piccadilly for I. Goldstone (Leeds), Ltd., 
Westgate; pithead baths and — buildings at 
Manor Colliery, Cross-la., for N.C.B 

Wallsend.—T.C. approved plans by Shephard and 
Shufflebotham, Coram-st., London, W.C.1, for erec- 
tion of new drawing offices at Swans Bank. 
William Riddle, 33, Jesmond Park West, Newcastle. 
on-Tyne, is the architect for an office and works 
extension at Limekiln-rd., for Victor Products 
(Wallsend), Ltd. ©, S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, has prepared ‘plans for factory 
extension at Stephenson-st. for Cookson’s Lead and 
Antimony Co., Ltd, 

Warrington.—B.C. approved: Office building at 
Howley Paper Works for J. Chadwick & Sons, Ltd. ; 
extensions to factory for Laporte Chemicals, Ltd.; 
further 36 houses at Derick-ave., Orford, for B.C. ; 
extensions to factory at Bank Quay Works for 
Joseph Crosfield & Sons, Ltd.; demolition and re- 
building “ The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints,” at 13-15, West-st., per James Schofield. 

Warsep. —U.D.C. approved plans for 36 houses at 
Ieeming-la. 

West Bromwich.—B.C. approved: Works exten- 
sions at Bilport-la. for Hill Top Foundry Co., Ltd., 
Smith-rd., Wednesbury; steel-framed building at 
li, Pitt-st. for J. H. Sadler; extensions to factory at 
Greets Green-rd. for Copper and Alloys, Ltd. 

West Riding.—C.C. propose acquisition of Wells 
House Hotel, Ilkley, and expenditure of £120,000 
on alterations for use as training college. 

Wharfedale.—R.D.C. approved alterations 
additions at ‘‘ Fox and Hounds ” 
for Joshua Tetley & Son, Ltd 

Wigan.—E.C. seek approval for stage 1 of College 
of Further Education at £98,217. 

Wigan.—T.C. seek loan £150,243 for 117 houses at 
Norley Hall. 

Willington St. Quay.—Cookson’s Lead & Antimony 
Co., Ltd., propose to extend factory in Stephen- 
son-st. Architect, Lawson, Barras-bldgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted, 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


and 
Hotel, Bramhope, 





; Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
— accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Bedlay (Lanark).—New installation accommodat- 
ing 750 men and including cycle store, for N.C.B.: 
‘Jas. Miller & Partners, Ltd., Edinburgh. 

Bersham (Denbigh).—New installation accommo- 
dating 1,092 men and including cycle store and 
first-aid centre, for } *John Hughes (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Wrexham. 

Blackpool.—é houses at Mereside, for T.C.: *T. 
Bannister & Sons, 176, Queen’s-dr., North Shore, 
£10,848. 

Bradfield.—Twenty-two houses 2 the district: *A. 
Blake & Sons, Padworth, £26,2 
' Bradfield.—Erection of eight ~<a at Streatley : 
J. Smallbone & Sons, Streatley, £8,568 

Broomhill (Northumberland). —Frection of pit- 
head baths for 432 miners at Broomhill Colliery, 
for the National Miners’ Welfare Council: *R. 
— & Son, Ltd., Oldgate, Morpeth, Northumber- 

Burnley.—Stage 1 of central transport garage, for 
B.C.: *Holst & Co., Ltd., Netherfields, Berkhamp- 
stead, £18,965. 


Chalfont St. Giles.—Works in connection with 
Playing fields. Messrs. Burgess, ere & Watson, 
architects : *E, Doe & Sons, Ltd., 
Chester.—108 Lege at Blacon, 
Warrington & Sons, 
approval). 


Coventry.— Works, for T.C.: 
son & Gray, Ltd., Stephen- st., £22,522 
hf Hocking, 348, Stoney Stanton-rd., 
Ths department at Mose?ey School, for E.C.: 
hos. Bates & Son, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., £42,326. 
Crawley Development Corporation.—T wo bunga- 
ows, 31, and 127 houses and 17 garages, West 
PRG A. G. Sheppard Fidler, M.A., B.Arch., 
i TOA. , a they Quantities by Gardiner 
¢ é ste 

he as —— Costain, Ltd., Dolphin-sq., 
Croydon.—48 flats and eight houses at H 

é g gz alin 
own estate, for B.C.: *Walker (Tooting), Lids 


Ila, East-st., E 
approval) psom, £97,496 (subject to M.H. 


ro T.C.: ~e: 
Ltd., £125,276 (subject to M.H. 
16 Lempeny *Hodgkin- 
; 8 houses, 

£11,462. 
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Cumberland.—19 police houses on various sites, 


for C.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 
Dartington. —54 houses at Haughton South site, 

for C.B. E. A. Tornbohm, A.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I., 

Boro’ A.: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge- 


la., York, £66,805. 

Dewsbury. —Further 18 houses at Chickenley, for 
B.C.: *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., Warren Yard, War- 
rengate, Wakefield (extension to contract). 

Dollar (Perth).—New installation providing ac- 
commodation for 192 men and including canteen 


and first-aid room, for N.C.B.: *Mr. Richard 
Street, Cowdenbeath. 

Dudley.—60 Gregory type flats, for B.C.: *J. 
Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., Birmingham, 
£75,624. 


Durham.—Erection of office and canteen block at 
Coxhoe, for the Steetley Co.: *Gordon Durham & 
Co., East Boldon, Co. Durham. 

Durham.—Alterations and additions to Langley 


Park modern school, for C.C. G@. R. Clayton, 
County A., Court-la., Durham: *R. Gallacher, 
Ltd., Blackhill, Co. Durham, £39,987. 


East Hetton.—Foundation stones have been laid 
for a county primary school, for Durham C.C. 
County A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: 
*Wright & Kellett, Ltd., Chester-le-Street, £85,000. 

East Retford.—22 houses at Sutton, with road and 
sewage works, etc., for R.D.C. . G. Rowlinson, 
L.R.1.B.A., architect: *J. Brown (Retford), Ltd., 
Market-sq., Retford, Notts, £32,234, 

Erpingham.—E a> of 10 dwellings in various 
parishes. for R.D.C. L. Evatt, architect, Council 
Offices. St. pares. "Sheringham. Quantities by 
J. W. Stockings, A.R:LC.S.: Two houses and two 
bungalows at Trimingham, *C. S. Gray (Builders), 
Ltd., Mundesley, £4,679; six houses at Bacons- 
thorpe. *H. Bullen & Son, Ltd., Cromer, £9,334. 

Hackney.—Works for B.C. Twelve dwellings at 
Greenwood-rd. extension scheme: *J. M. Hill & 
Sons, Ltd., Heather Park-dr., North Circular-rd., 
Wembley, Middx, £19,759 (subject to necessary 
consents); 26 dwellings at Holly-st. site: *Direct 
Labour, £44,652; 24 dwellings at Kyverdale-rd. Taek 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Heather Park- dr., North 
Circular-rd., Wembley, Middx, £45,858 (subject to 
necessary consents). 

Hexham.—Restoration work at Hexham Abbey: 
Me & W. Lowry, Corporation-st., Newcastle-on- 
yne. 

Hove.—Six shops with flats over and 16 garages, 
Sunninghill, for T.C. T. Humble, B.S.: *Cook 
(Brighton), Ltd., 160, Church-rd., Hove, £18,999. 

Lambeth.—Works, for B.C.: Construction of block 
F at Bonham-rd. site, *Clarke, Barton & Sons, Ltd., 
£23,475 (provisional quotation) ; 72 flats and 7 shops 
at Wyvil-rd., *J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., £149,517 
(extension of contract). 

Lancaster.—Four cottages at Westfield memorial 
village. T. H. Mawson & Son, architects, 8&4, 
Church-st. Quantities by Fletcher & aad _ 

J. Parkinson & Sons, Ltd.. Lancaster . £6,745 
Joe Johnson, Ltd., Lancaster ... wo = 
*Siddle & Lofthouse, Lancaster ... 5,880 

Liverpool.—The first instalment of roads and 
sewers in connection with the Croxteth estate pro- 
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ject: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., Birkenhead, £230,000. 

The deep sewer from the Kirkby estate to the 
main outfall on the East Lancashire-rd.: *W. 
Turner (Ardwick), Ltd., £56,000. 

London (Admiralty). —Particulars 
placed by Civil 
Admiralty :— 

Wantage: Admiralty Depot, road repairs and sur- 
facing. The Childrey Building & Electrical Co., 
Ltd., 36a, Market-pl., Wantage, Berks. 

Abbotsinch: R.N. AS., construction of two boiler- 
houses and repairs to outside walls, Robert John- 
ston, 31, Main-st., Greenock. 

Cardiff: Admiralty factory, internal 
Curran Stee!s. Ltd., Curran-rd., Cardi 

{London (Air Ministry). —Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended July 15:— 

Building work: F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 11-12, St. 
John-st., Devizes. Sir A. McAlpine & Son, Ltd., 
Waterloo-rd. Wolverhampton. Neodox, Ltd., 7, 
Atlantic-chbrs., Brazenose-st., Manchester. F, Hos- 
sack & Son, Ruskington, aatens, _Lincs. Wm. 
Sindall, Gloucester-st., Cambridge. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Littie Hulton, nr. Bolton, 

Resurfacing work :_ Geo. bids & Co., Lid., 
Hammersmith-grove, London, W.6. Chittenden & 
Simmons, Ltd., 3, Buckingham- pl., London, S.W.1. 
Maintenance work : A. R. Rainey & Co., 1-3, Palmer- 
st., Weston-super- Mare. Repair of hangar : Carter 
Horsley, Ltd., Waddon, Surrey. 

London (City). —Rehabilitation and improvement 
of the Central Criminal Court at Old Bailey. 
Perkins & Partners, consu!tant engineers. 
Gardiner & Theobald, quantity surveyors: Higgs 

il . Crown Works, South Lambeth-rd., 
. (Recommended for acceptance.) 

“qLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended July 15:— 

London; N.E. Wing, Horseguards-parade, White- 
hall, Reinstatement, Galbraith Bros., Ltd., 344, High 
Holborn, London, W.C.1. G.P.O. Western District 
Office, Wimpole- st., London, W 1, Adaptations to 
lower ground floor, Dearsley & Carter, Ltd., 91, King- 

London, W. Metropole- bldgs., Northumberland- 
pl London, 'S.W.1, Adaptations to form new 
M.O.W. depot, Walker, Symondson, Ltd., Braintree- 
rd., Ruislip, Middlesex. British Museum, Reconstruc- 
tion work, Higgs & Hill, Crown Works, South Lam- 
beth-rd., S.W.8. 

Essex: Southend-on-Sea N.A.B,, 39, Victoria-ave., 
Erection of new offices, A. D. Jackson & Son, Bourne- 
mouth Park-rd., Essex. Hampshire : Ordnance Sur- 
vey Office, Crabwood, Southampton, Extensions and 
alterations to huts, Truckell & Barker, Salisbury- 
rd., Totton, Southampton. Herefordshire: Post 

ffice, Offa-st., Hereford, Erection of new offices, 
W. C. Bolt & Sons, West-st., Hereford. 

Hertjordshire : Abbots Langley, Erection of two 
pairs of No-Fines houses, George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Hammersmith-grove, S.W.6. Leicestershire : 
Old Granby Telephone Exchange, 3, Rutland-st. 
Leicester, Alterations and additions, Bradshaw 
Bros. (Contractors), 117a, Loughborough-rd., Leices- 
ter. Oxfordshire: Telephone See Station, 
Woodstock-rd., Oxford, Extensions, T. H. Kingerlee 
& Sons, Ltd., ‘Ba, Queen- st., Oxford. 

Staffordshire : Park-la. school, Tipton, Erection of 
temporary school building, Fred Pickering 
(Builders), Ltd., Rookery-st., Wednesfield. Warwick- 
shire: P.O. Factory, Garrison-la., Birmingham, In- 
ternal staircases and lavatory accommodation, John 
Adams (Contractors), Litd., shold Farm-rd., 
Tyburn, Erdington, Birmingham. Worcestershire : 
Broadway, Evesham, Erection of automatic tele- 
— exchange, Espley & Co., Ltd., 77, High-rd., 

vesham, 

GLondon (M.W.B.).—Construction of pumphouse 
at Barnes works: *Grace & Marsh, Ltd., £12,520. 

London, W.1.—For six flats and consulting rooms 


of contracts 
Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 


decorations, 


Pare 


at 8, Wimpole-st., W.1. Lawrence A. Cooper & P. 
Winton-Lewis architects, 29, Manchester-st., 
London, W.1:— 
Humphreys. Ltd., S.W.7 ae ne .-. £46,065 
Dickinson & Clarke, Ltd., : a as ... 45,487 
Stewart & Partners, ar = . 45,267 
Hall Beddall & Co., 44,840 
Holland & Hannen Gea Cubitis, 1ta “W.C.1 44,750 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., 44,444 
F. - Minter Ltd., S.W. - .-. 44,100 
A. N. Cotes (Contractors), Ltd., W.2 ... 4,536 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Litd., "s.W.1 42,825 
+Kirk & Kirk Ltd., S.W.15 42,700 
Newburn-on-Tyne. —Frection of 48 houses at 


Mount Pleasant, Throckley, for U.D.C. J. A. 
Weatherley, Surveyor: *J. iE. 
ave., Lemington, 24 houses; 
mer-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 24 houses. 

Newcastle-on- Tyne. —Erection of 10 old people’s 
houses on Section “C” of the Longbenton estate, 
for T.C.: *H. R. Atkinson & Co., The Orchard, 
Dipton Foot. Riding Mill, Northumberland. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Frection of nine old people’s 
houses on Section “A” of the Longbenton estate, 
for T.C. City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle: *d. H. Greenwell & Co., Hillheads-rd., 
Whitley Bay, Northumberland. 

Newtown and Lianllwchaiarn.—s8 houses at site 
“ B.” Plantation-la., for R.D.C. Walter B. Bond, 
F.R.I.CS.. Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st.. Birming- 
ham, 3: *Jones & Leach, Ltd., Newtown (subject 
to M.o.H. approval). 

Nottingham. —Office and workshops at Brook-st., 
for T.C.: *W. Appleby & Son, 177, Castle Boule- 
vard, £7,300. 

Rimrose Brook Drainage Board.—The second 
part of the drainage scheme being carried out by 
the board, the main purpose of which is to prevent 
flooding in the Litherland area of Lancashire, and 
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which provides for a pumping station with five 


mps and also for a sewer to serve about 2,000 
ouses: *The Norwest Construction Co., Lither- 


fand, £472,274. 
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THE BUILDER 


Infants’ School 
Wimpenny 


Junior and 


eee of 
*Hairy 


at Summervile-rd., Pend‘eton: 
& Sons Ltd.. Pre stwich, £73,460. 
Scunthorpe.—10 shops and maisonettes at Lin- 
coln-gdns. estate, for Ee: F. 3 Brown, Ltd.. 
136, Doncaster-rd., £39,507. 
Shoreditch.—Works for B.C. 
at St. Mary’s Area: *Walter Lawrence 
Sun-st., Finsbury-sq., E.C.2, £150.818 
necessary consents); block of four 





Two blocks of flats 
& Son, Ltd., 
(subject to 
houses at 


Brougham-rd. *Douglas Grant & Partners, 60-62, 
Finsbury Pavement, E.C.2, £7,696 (subject to 
necessary consents). 

Stockport.—42 houses at Windmill-ia. and Mat- 
lock-rd., for B.C.: *H. Owen & Son, Ltd., £52,845; 
alterations at Reddish Branch Library: *Shack- 
otk & Costello, Ltd., £2,205. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of R.C. Church at 
Stockton-on-Tees. Architect, R. Burke, Lambton 
House, Lambton-rd., Newcastle: *N. Stonehouse, 
Stockton. 


Stre‘ford.—(a) Sewerage and roadworks; (b) erec- 
tion of 16 houses at Park-rd. site, for T.C. BS., 
Town Hall: *M. J. A. Uttley, 548, Claremont-rd, 
Rusholme, Manchester. 

Stretford.—18 houses, Moss Park site, for T.C. 
A. H. Perry, B.S.: *M. D. Franklyn, Urmston. 

Thame.—Erection of a further eight houses on 
the Kingsey-rd. estate: *Turner Bros., £11,032. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. has accepted’ tenders _ for 
houses as follows—24 houses: *Gilbert Park, Ltd., 
Tynemouth-rd., North Shields; 20: *N. T. Dodson, 
Hill Head-rd., Whitley Bay. 

Wallsend.—Alterations to dry 
Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, Ltd.: 
Bros., Otterburn-terr., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Waisall.—Houses for T.C. 47 at Little Bloxwich 
(north site): *F. A. & H. Taylor, Croxstall-rd., 
Bloxwich, £56,690; 33, *United Construction (Wal- 
sall), Ltd., £41, 682; 41 at Little Bloxwich (south 
site): *Sir A. Mc Alpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhamp- 
ton, £49,160. 


dock offices for 
*Elliott 
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PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 706! 














July 28 1950 


Wandsworth.—Works for B.C. Erection of sevep. 


storey and two five-storey blocks of flats (total 193 
dwellings) forming first phase of development of 
Rinaldo-st. site, Balham :— 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont, 
Surrey ‘ wae «+» £233,088 
George Wimpey & Co. ‘ Tid. “W.6 » 221,43 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., N. W. 2 220,435 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., S.W.1 .. 217,586 
Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W. 14... .-» 215,500 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., §.E.18 me -» 215,30 
M. J. Gleeson, Ltd.. North Cheam ... 211,898 
Cc. F. Kearley, Ltd., W.4 «+» 209,635 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham, N.17 -- 209,189 
Erection of two four- storey blocks of flat S (4% 


forming first phase of developmen 
Hazelhurst-rd. site, Peetinn: _ ‘ ies 
T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., S.W.9 £90,883 

M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., North ll ‘Surrey gm 
ee Bros., S.W.1 19 .-» 80,700 
*J. Fenkins, Ltd., Streatham, $.W.16 . ee. 77,442 
Wantage.—Laying of the mains for ‘the Compton 
regional water supply scheme: *Gilmore, Langley, 
Berks, £59,694. 

Warrington.—12 houses, Capesthorne-rd. estate, 
for B.C.; *Mr. G. Clough, Grappenhall, £13,879, 
Worcs.—Erection of Redditch sec. school, for B.C; 
*Espley & Co., Ltd., 77, High-st., Evesham. 


dwellings) 
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